SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER
September 2nd
Trinity 14
8.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
10.30am
All Age parade Service, St. Aidan’s
Communion Readings: Song of Solomon 2: 8-13;
Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23
September 9th
8.30am
10.30am
12.30pm

Trinity 15
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
Holy Communion, St Stephen’s
Baptism Service, St Stephen’s

September 16th
8.30am
10.30am

Trinity 16
Holy Communion, St Stephen’s
Holy Communion, St Aidan’s

September 23rd
8.30am
10.30am
12.30pm

Trinity 17
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
Baptism Service, St Stephen’s

September 30th
11.00am

United Harvest Festival
St. Stephen’s followed by a
‘Bring & Share Harvest lunch’ in the
Acomb Parish Church Hall, Front Street
Communion Readings: Joel 2: 21-27; Matthew 6: 25-33
Weekday services of Holy Communion in September
Every Thursday —10.00am in St Aidan’s
(First Thursday Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion)
For all enquiries regarding the parish, baptisms, weddings and
banns of marriage please contact the Church Office.
Acomb Parish Hall, Front Street, Acomb, York. YO24 3BX
tel: 01904 790808 email: acombparishoffice@gmail.com

Our office opening hours are:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10am -12noon
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Uniform Groups

Welcome to
St Stephen’s & St Aidan’s,
Acomb.

www.acombparish.org
Twitter: @acombparish
Facebook: Acomb Parish, York

Charity Reg. No. 1130667

Parish Staff
Vicar:
01904 336827

Rev. Pete Vivash
peter.vivash@dsl.pipex.com

Assistant Curate:
07792 166001

Rev. Ellie Bangay
ellie.bangay@icloud.com

Youth Leader (part-time): Ali Speed
07525649041
ali.speed13@gmail.com
Associate Ministers:

Beavers
Cubs Mohawks
Apaches
Scouts
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides

HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
St Aidan’s

Useful contacts
Bookings
Parish Hall – Val Atkinson
St Aidan’s – Christine Chittock

01904 799494
01904 784348

Planned Giving and Young People’s Fund
Nigel Atkinson

01904 799494

Rev. Andrew Bailey
58abailey@googlemail.com
Rev. Pamela Cooper
pamelacooper55@outlook.com
Rev. David Erridge
davidandsusan51@hotmail.co.uk
Rev. Anne Freestone
annefreestone123@gmail.com

Home Groups
A member of the clergy

01904 792993

Lyndon Parker (St. Stephen’s)
julieandlyndon@hotmail.co.uk
Rachel Parker (St. Aidan’s)
johnandrachel31@tiscali.co.uk

PCC Secretary:
07949714103

Anne Barker
acombparishsec@gmail.com

Churchwardens:
01904 792735

(see inside cover)

Squeals on Wheels
Jennifer Deamer

01904 330569

Mothers’ Union
Anne Barker

07949714103

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Micki Stokoe

01904 781477

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers
Richard White

01904 339131

Church Flowers
St Stephen’s – Lynn Butler
St Aidan’s –
MAGAZINE - DEADLINE 16TH OF EACH MONTH
Email: acombeditor@googlemail.com
Printed by IncDot
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Thur 6.00-7.15pm
Mon 6.30-8.30pm
Wed 6.30-8.30pm
Fri 7.00-9.00pm
Wed 6.00-7.00pm
Tue 6.15-8.00pm
Wed 7.00-9.00pm
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From Acomb Parish Church Registers 2018…
BAPTISMS ……….Into the family of God
JUNE
24th
Leo Michael Elvis LAMBERT
Ronnie & Louis HOLIDAY
JULY
8th
Jack Oliver HARTLEY
22nd
Leticia Rukwanzi KANYEREZI
Anya Louise LORD
Shelby MOLINEAUX
AUGUST
12th
Ethan Joseph TANSEY
Everly Rae SANDFORD
Macie blu CAROLAN
26th
Lenny Steven HAWKSBY
Callum & Matthew ELLWOOD
Jackson MEAKIN
WEDDINGS ……….Those who God has joined together
JULY
7th
Emma Louise SPENCER & Steven Alan THOMPSON
14th
Georgina Rachael SMITH & Declan James MULLISS
AUGUST
4th
Laura Rebecca WILSON & Jason Lee SMITH
FUNERALS ……….Into the hands of God
JUNE
26th
Carol Ann BROWN (61)
Eileen Millicent PLOWS (86)
JULY
4th
Alan Edward ATKINSON (88)
19th
Alma Margaret HATTEE (95)
AUGUST
6th
John Charles WAITE (88)
8th
Marie WHITELEY (84)
Interment of Ashes
JULY
12th
Brenda Mary VAUGHAN (88)
Zilphy Jane Collis ARROWSMITH (86)
AUGUST
18th
Daniel (Danny) Arthur HIRST
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Letter from Acomb Vicarage
Why not give us a try?
It’s often said “You don’t have to go to church to be a Christian”. Up
to a point that’s true. However it is strange to decide to follow Jesus,
but then have nothing to do with His family.
Being a Christian is the biggest challenge of your life. Don’t believe
anyone who says it is easy; wonderful, yes; tough, yes; exhilarating,
yes; but not easy. We need the company of others Christians along
the journey. You will be welcome to come to any of our services and
events. You don’t have to belong, or sign up, or even believe. We are
used to visitors, and everyone is welcome whatever their reason for
coming.
What is it that puts so many off church? Some say it is hypocrisy.
Now the word ‘hypocrisy’ applies to two very different things. One is
to aim high, and then fail to achieve it. On this interpretation every
Olympic athlete who fails to clear the high jump is a hypocrite. This is
plainly nonsense. Often when Christians are accused of being hypocrites, this is what is meant. We all fall short, but with God’s help we
aim higher. Church is a school for sinners, not a rest home for saints.
However there is another, more accurate and serious use of the term
‘hypocrite’. It means to deliberately put on a mask, to try to appear
better than you are. We all do this to some extent, but healthy
churches help the masks to come off, and free us to be who we are,
because God loves us as we are. Sadly churches sometimes attract
some who wants to put on a ‘righteous mask’. Jesus had great trouble with religious hypocrites like these, and said so. They crucified
Him for it.
Quite often I hear people say om their visit to our church that it was
not as they’d ‘imagined church to be’, and then make some favourable comment. There seems to be an image ‘out there’ of what people
think Church is, or is like, that does not match with the reality.
So why not give church a ‘go’? You too might be pleasantly surprised.
If reading these pages has made you ask questions about Christian
faith, there is no better way of exploring those questions than in the
company of others. Why not talk to us about this, or come along to
one of our informal home groups or enquirers courses which run from
time to time.
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PCC Report
A meeting of the Parochial Church
Council (PCC) was held at
St. Aidan’s on 16th July 2018.
It was reported that, after
Generosity Sunday on 10th June,
there were only 23 responses, of
which 12 were for no change.
However, the average increase of
those increasing their giving is
6.72%.
A new Parish Directory is being
prepared, for publication in
September.
There was further deliberation
about the possibility of closing the
churchyard to burials – interment
of ashes would continue to be
possible. The Property Committee
was asked to provide details of a
plot for the interment of ashes.
It is hoped to arrange a basic

training in kitchen hygiene, which
all who use the kitchens would be
encouraged to attend.
A meeting to consider work with
young people was held on 1st
July, and various concerns were
aired. More volunteers were
needed, and consideration given
to when is the best time for
activities.
Deanery Synod: the Lay Dean has
stepped down and his replacement
will be made at a meeting on 12th
September. The Rev John Lee is
replacing Rev Terence
McDonough as Area Dean.
Evelyn Wroe wishes to stand down
as deanery representative for this
parish, so there is a vacancy to be
filled.
Evelyn Wroe

Our pony and trap driver admits that when the tourists return
each Spring, the islanders have to re-learn their English all over
again.
He has lived all his life on the Arans. I wondered...did he ever
have a holiday himself? "I go to Dubai," he grinned. "My
daughters live there." A bit of a change of scene, I thought..."I
know - I don't like Dubai at all. I'd rather be back here on
Inisheer."
As we trundle past the arts centre, we hear, through an open
window, the soft notes of an Irish harp. And as we arrive at the
pub, a few locals are knocking out a lively set of jigs and reels.
We can see exactly what he means…
Ken Cooper

Congratulations to
Dr. Tom & Mrs. Doreen Park
on their Platinum (70th) Wedding Anniversary.

September Mothers’ Union
The September Branch meeting will take place on
Tuesday 11th September, at 2.15pm at St. Aidan's.
Our speaker at this meeting will be Penny Hutchinson, who is
the Local Area Co-ordinator for the Westfield Ward and she will talk
about her work with families and individuals.
All Mothers' Union meetings are open to all, men and women;
young and not so young, members and non members so please
come and find out about her work.
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Remembering Holidays
To cool – or not to cool….?
The unusually hot and humid weather we
have experienced this year reminded me of
my early days in Japan, days before
air-conditioning. I was living in Osaka, in the
middle of Japan, where the climate was
pleasant most of the year, but come the
summer it became very hot and humid. The
worst thing was that it didn’t cool down much
at night. Any night that did not get below
25C was deemed by the weather forecasters as a ‘tropical night’.
All in all, very trying.
The coming of summer also heralded summer holidays, and I was
very blessed to be able to escape to the mountains where everything was much fresher and cooler. It was quite a long journey to
get there, and I several times took an over-night train. It was bliss
to leave the train and drink in the fresh, cool mountain air.
The years passed, and brought air-conditioning to both school and
home. The summer heat was much more bearable. But, the arrival
in the cool mountain air was far less dramatic, and the non-air conditioned holiday cottage even seemed warmer than air-conditioned
home!
There must be a moral in there somewhere. . . .
Evelyn Wroe
An Island Encounter
Half an hour by ferry off the west coast of Ireland, where Galway
Bay meets the wild Atlantic, lie the Aran Islands. The biggest of the
three has no more than 300 inhabitants. We were bound for the
smallest - Inisheer, less than three miles long, with more horses
than cars, a rocky little outpost but a highly active cultural powerhouse.
The island has two schools, primary and secondary, and a combined youth hostel and arts centre. Young people come from all
over Ireland to study their country's poetry, literature and music.
And mostly the language, for the three Aran Isles are part of the
Gaeltacht - the part of Ireland where English is a foreign language,
and everyone speaks Irish.
12

An evening with one of today's leading worship songwriters including
hymns such "In Christ Alone", "How Deep the Father's Love" and "The
Power of the Cross" which are sung in churches all over the world.

For details and tickets please go to www.arkevent.co.uk/styork18

The best mathematical equation ever:
1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given!
Something to think about…
‘I believe in Christianity as I believe in the sun—not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else! - C. S.
Lewis, Novelist, Poet, Lay Theologian (1898—1963)

Please let the clergy know if you or anyone you know is
unwell, or would like a visit at home or in hospital.
Home Communions can be made available.
For enquiries regarding Baptisms & Wedding:
Please contact the clergy
5

A True Story ……….
This true story was included in a sermon given by Canon David
Pritchard in Ely Cathedral.
It happened during the Special Olympics, probably in 2000.
Nine children lined up for the 100 yard dash. The gun sounded and
the race was off. But only a few yards into the race one of the children
fell and began to cry. For some reason these challenged children did
not understand the world’s concept of competition and getting ahead
and taking advantage when a competitor was down.
The other eight children stopped running and came back to their fallen comrade. A young girl with Down’s Syndrome kissed him and
brushed him down. The children lifted him up together, and arm in
arm, they ran over the finishing line. The audience rose to their feet in
applause. There was not one winner, there were nine winners.
Surely, a salutary lesson for the present time when individual success
in every walk of life is believed to be the one and only goal.

A Good News Story ……….
The Middle East and North Africa are rarely out of the news; and,
sadly, it’s usually bad – conflict in Yemen, asylum seekers adrift off
the coast of Libya, more refugees from Syria, more suffering in Gaza.
SAT-7, by contrast, brings good news, the Good News of the Gospel
beamed through satellite television, transforming lives for good.
SAT-7 is a satellite television company which produces wholesome
programmes for adults and children, by Christians in the Middle East
and North Africa, for Christians – and a wider audience – in the Middle East and North Africa.
Some readers will remember the visit of Karin Needham to Acomb
early in the year, and her inspiring talks at the 8.30 and 10.30 services. Following her visit I agreed, with the Vicar’s approval, to be an
‘ambassador’ for SAT-7 at St Stephen’s and St. Aidan’s, to help raise
awareness and enlist support.

One CMS Sunday I heard a preacher talk about mission abroad
and felt very unsettled afterwards. Colin asked me where I wanted
to be and I said I didn’t know! Then I realised that I had a loving
husband and family and it was my job to care for them. Marjorie,
our Deaconess said, “Not everyone can go to Africa, Iris. Your
mission is here.” So here I am and I know the Lord has used me.
Thank you,
Brenda, Helen and Bryan

Parish Coffee Morning and Craft Fair
Saturday 29th September
10.30am-12.30pm
At the Parish Hall

Occasional Church Choir/Singing group?
Anyone interested in getting a small group
together for special events - Advent, Christmas etc?
Open to all in the community.
Please let Vicar Pete know.

Acomb Local History Group
On Wednesday, 12th September 2018 we will have a talk on

Tales of Stained Glass
by Ivan Martin

Are you one of those concerned for the world mission of the Church?
Do you enjoy satellite television in your own home? Are you interested in one or other of the lands SAT – 7 serves – all the countries of
North Africa, the Levant, the Arabian peninsula, together with Turkey,
Iran and Afghanistan?

We start our meeting at 10.00am (prompt) in
ACOMB PARISH CHURCH HALL, FRONT STREET.
ADMISSION: Members 50p Visitors £1
(includes tea/coffee/biscuit)
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Remembering Iris Calvert one year on...
Who would have believed it is a year since mum died? We’ve
seen the snowdrops bloom to remind us of her and the
beautiful irises that Peter and Anna planted at St Aidan’s too.
Members of the parish sent us Christmas cards to show we
were still in their thoughts....and before this there had been
many, many cards and letters to tell us tales of how mum had
touched their lives.

On September Sundays I shall be around after some services with
free literature. Do take something, and if you are able, commit to
giving support to SAT-7, whether through prayer, finance or just
increasing your knowledge of the wonderful ways God is bringing
good news to this needy region.
Andrew Bailey

Thank you to you all for these acts of kindness. Thank you also
to all of you who came to the funeral. Mum would have been
amazed to see such a full church. We all were! The donations
on the day and afterwards came to £500, which was divided
between the British Heart Foundation and the Red Cross. There
was also £120 for Church funds and a further £100 to Leeds
Teaching Hospital.

A huge thank you goes to all those who helped to make the funeral such a super tribute to mum. To the two Johns for playing
keyboard and organ so brilliantly, to Peter for his talk and to
Anna and the Mothers’ Union members for their kind words and
organisation and to everyone for their fantastic singing.
We scattered mum’s ashes at Bempton Cliffs, waiting until the
puffins had arrived as these were her favourites – so tiny, yet
strong and colourful, just like she was!
There were many countless little poems and notes in mum’s
house but here is one which seems fitting now:
It’s when your tear stained cheeks are pale,
And sunshine hurts your eyes.
That out of heartbreak and despair
A miracle supplies.
New strength, new hope, new joy, less pain,
You stand, and calmly live again.
I leave you with a memo from her diary, from 1975:
10

Sunday 23rd September - Gateway Church, Acomb
What happens if you tell two chaps who like to make people laugh;
dramatise all 90 chapters from the first two books of the Bible.
With a few strategic speedy bits to help it achieve a 90 minute running
time - it has amazed audiences around the world for the last 9 years, including being highly acclaimed at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.
The show in being toured by
Searchlight Theatre Company in partnership with the Bible Society.
The show caters for anyone aged 10 or over and for each venue there are a number of
free tickets for children aged 10-17
7

Events in September
SUN 2
TUE 4
THU 6
FRI 7
SUN 9
TUE 11
THU 13

5 to 8pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 to 11am Squeals on Wheels
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
3.30-5.30 Messy Church, St Aidan’s
7 to 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
10am Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion
St Aidan’s
9.30am Time for Reflection, 51 Barlow Street
5 to 8pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 to 11am Squeals on Wheels
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
2.15pm MU Branch Meeting, St Aidan’s
7 to 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s

SUN 16 5 to 8pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
MON 17 7.30pm PCC Meeting at St. Aidan’s
TUE 18 9 to 11am Squeals on Wheels
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
7.30-9pm Craft Evening, Ellis Rooms
THU 20 7 to 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
SUN 23 5 to 8pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
MON 24 2 to 3pm Schooldays Songs of Praise, St. Aidan’s
TUE 25 9 to 11am Squeals on Wheels
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
THU 27 7 to 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
FRI 28 9.30am Time for Reflection, 51 Barlow Street
SAT 29 10.30am-12.30pm Coffee & Craft Morning, Parish Hall

Dates for your diary
OUTREACH NEWS
Our Family Fun Evening on 14 July was a lovely get
together. We racked our brains over a tricky nursery rhyme quiz,
had a fast and frenetic beetle drive and enjoyed line dancing. Thanks to everyone who supported the event – it was
great fun.
York 50+ Festival: ‘Schooldays Songs of Praise’ - Monday
24th September, 2-3pm, St Aidan’s Come and join us to sing
favourite hymns and share memories from your schooldays.
There is no charge and refreshments will be served. If you
want to suggest a hymn or have any old school photos we
could display during the event please contact Jennifer Deamer
(01904 330569 or pjdeamer@ntlworld.com).
Craft & Coffee: 29th September, 27th October and 24th
November. Browse local crafters’ stalls, enjoy coffee, tea,
homebaked cakes and catch up with friends and family.
Flower Arranging Workshop: Friday 5 October, 2.30pm,
Parish Hall Ann Ryder of Acomb Flower Guild and U3A Flower Arranging has kindly agreed to come and share her talent,
giving us the opportunity to learn more about flower arranging
and improve our skills. Everyone is welcome; bring a friend!
Tea and coffee will be served.
Our annual Autumn Fair will be held on Saturday 10th
November in the Parish Hall. There will be a variety of stalls,
games for children and we will be serving morning coffee, tea,
soft drinks, cakes and lunches.

This month’s Craft Evening will be on Tuesday 18th from
7.30pm to 9pm in the Ellis Room. Come and enjoy tea,
biscuits and conversation. If you do not have a craft, come
along anyway. Contact is Emily on 07473 771491.
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