SERVICES IN OCTOBER
Sunday 6th
8.30am
10.15am

Trinity 16 (Proper 22)
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
Café Church, St. Aidan’s

Communion Readings: Lamentations 1: 1-6; Luke 17: 5-10
Sunday 13th
8.30am
10.15am

Trinity 17 (Proper 23)
Prisons Week
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
Holy Communion St. Stephen’s

Communion Readings: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Luke 17:11-19
Sunday 20th
8.30am
10.15am

Trinity 18 (Proper 24)
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
Parade and All Age Worship, St. Aidan’s

Communion Readings: Jeremiah 31: 27-34; Luke 18: 1 –8

Sunday 27th
8.30am
10.15am
12.15pm

Bible Sunday (Last Sunday of Trinity)
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
Baptism Service, St Stephen’s

Communion Readings: Romans 15:1-6; Luke 4: 16-24
Weekday services of Holy Communion in October
Every Thursday —10.00am in St. Aidan’s
(First Thursday Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion)
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Welcome to
St Stephen’s & St Aidan’s,
Acomb.

www.acombparish.org
Twitter: @acombparish
Facebook: Acomb Parish, York

Uniform Groups
Charity Reg. No. 1130667

Parish Staff
Vicar:
01904 336827

Rev. Pete Vivash
peter.vivash@dsl.pipex.com

Children’s & Youth Worker (part-time)
07525649041
Ali Speed
ali.speed13@gmail.com
Associate Ministers:

Rev. Andrew Bailey
58abailey@googlemail.com
Rev. Pamela Cooper
pamelacooper55@outlook.com

Beavers
Cubs Mohawks
Apaches
Scouts
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides

HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
St Aidan’s

Thur 6.00-7.15pm
Mon 6.30-8.30pm
Wed 6.30-8.30pm
Fri 7.00-9.00pm
Wed 6.00-7.00pm
Tue 6.15-8.00pm
Wed 7.00-9.00pm

Useful contacts
Bookings
Parish Hall – Val Atkinson
St Aidan’s – Christine Chittock

01904 799494
01904 784348

Planned Giving and Young People’s Fund
Nigel Atkinson

01904 799494

Small (Home) Groups
A member of the clergy

(see inside cover)

Squeals on Wheels
Jennifer Deamer

01904 330569

Rev. David Erridge
davidandsusan51@hotmail.co.uk

Mothers’ Union
Anne Barker

07949714103

Rev. Anne Freestone
annefreestone123@gmail.com

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Micki Stokoe

01904 781477

Churchwarden:
01904 792993

Rachel Parker
johnandrachel31@tiscali.co.uk

PCC Secretary:
07949714103

Anne Barker
acombparishsec@gmail.com

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers
Nick Lincoln

07882237352
gsl@2ndacombscoutgroup.co.uk

Church Flowers
St Stephen’s – Lynn Butler
St Aidan’s –

MAGAZINE—DEADLINE 16TH OF EACH MONTH
acombeditor@googlemail.com

From Acomb Parish Registers 2019
BAPTISM
25th August
8th September

Lillie WARD
Jakeo-Darren RHODES
Mayzie-Mai MULGREW
Ivy-Willow Victoria SAMPSON

……….Into the family of God
FUNERALS
27th August
Leonard BEADNELL (77) & burial
30th August
Monica Rosalie CORNISH (92)
11th September Kenneth COOPER (74)
……….Into the hands of God
INTERMENT OF ASHES
9th September Jean TAYLOR
Please let the clergy know if you or anyone you know is unwell
or would like a visit at home or in hospital.
Home Communions can be made available.

For all enquiries regarding Baptisms (Christenings) and
other Parish matters please contact the Church Office.
Acomb Parish Hall, Front Street, Acomb, York. YO24 3BZ
01904 790808
acombparishoffice@gmail.com
Parish Office opening hours are:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10am-12pm
NB: For all enquiries regarding Banns of Marriage or
Weddings please contact the Vicar direct.

Letter from the Vicarage….
This month I am simply including a short
‘Word for the Week’ written by Antony Billington
of the London Institute of Contemporary Christianity.
The Lord Who Redeems
‘Therefore, say to the Israelites: “I am the LORD, and I will bring you out
from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to
them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty
acts of judgment. I will take you as my own people, and I will be your
God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought
you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the
land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob.
I will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD.”’

Exodus 6:6-8
The word ‘redemption’ belongs, first of all, to the world of buying and
selling. It has to do with gaining or regaining possession of an item
through the payment of a price. That wider sense carries over when we
use the word in other contexts, as when we might say: ‘She didn’t work
hard in her first year at university, but she redeemed herself in her second
year.’

One of the most enduring movies of all time – The Shawshank Redemption – includes the word in its title. Starring Tim Robbins and Morgan
Freeman, it’s the story of a wrongly convicted man sent to prison, who
refuses to abandon hope even in the face of adversity, bringing a liberation of sorts to his fellow inmates. Acknowledging its significance, Tim
Robbins himself said that ‘many people feel enslaved by their environment, their jobs, their relationships – by whatever it is in the course of
their lives that puts walls and bars around them. And Shawshank is a story about enduring and ultimately escaping from that imprisonment’.
Our cultural stories of redemption – and there are many – hold out the
hope that all may not be lost. But they may also tempt us to think that it’s
up to us to redeem ourselves from whatever hole we find ourselves in.

The exodus provides a different perspective:
The phrase ‘I am the LORD’ opens and closes these three verses in which
God makes no less than seven declarations of who he is and what he will
do for his people: I will bring you out, I will free you, I will redeem you, I
will take you as my own people, I will be your God, I will bring you to
the land, I will give it to you.

The passage embraces past, present, and future. It arguably captures not
just the story of the exodus but the story of the whole Bible: God rescues
us from slavery so that we might be his people, living well in the place he
provides for us. The promise is ultimately made good in the death and resurrection of Jesus, and it is that which enables us to keep going when
we’re tempted to doubt his love for us, when the opposition feels like it’s
becoming too much for us.
What we can’t do for ourselves, he does for us. He loves. He pays the
price. He redeems.

Our next Branch meeting will take place on
Tuesday 8th October at 2.15pm at St. Aidan's Church.
This month’s guest speaker is
Ali Speed will talk about her youth in York and elsewhere
All Mothers' Union meetings are open to all,
men and women; young and not so young,
members and non members,
so come along and meet an inspiring woman
Anne Barker, Branch Leader

Remember our local Charities
Please give generously to our local charities.
In both churches you will find boxes for
York Food Bank, Mothers’ Union and Chaffinch.
There is a list of items they can accept at the boxes.

Acomb Local History Group
On Wednesday 9th October 2019 we will have a talk entitled
The Determined Women of Minster Yard
by Glennis Whyte
We start our meeting at 10.00am (prompt)
in ACOMB PARISH CHURCH HALL,
FRONT STREET. Acomb
ADMISSION: Members £1 Visitors £2
(includes tea/coffee/biscuit)

Doubting is not dangerous
Many people today who have real and honest doubts about their
faith in Jesus (either before or after becoming Christians) can
sense that the Church is looking disapprovingly at them saying:
‘Tut tut, you really should believe’. But doubt is in no way wrong or
inapproriate. If you have doubts, Jesus doesn’t write you off.
John’s Gospel is written to help doubters. Thomas, one of Jesus’
12 disciples, who had travelled with Him for three years and heard
Him predict His death and resurrection, did not believe his friends
when they said they had seen the risen Lord when he was not
present. Thomas didn’t say he refused to believe, but rather that
he simply wanted the same conditions that had allowed the other
disciples to believe: namely a face-to-face meeting. It was a week
later that Jesus acceded to his request. Doubt was no problem for
Jesus.
John 20:31 says ‘these [signs/miracles] are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name’. The implication is that
readers would largely be unbelievers who doubted the veracity of
the message about Jesus, but would, in reading it, come to have
faith.

Many present-day believers have found that working through
doubts has been a vital element of robust faith.

is the Northern Bishops’ Mission
to the Diocese of York,
led by the Archbishop of York
and taking place from 12th to 15th March 2020.
'Come and See' is an opportunity for us to unite in local mission
and evangelism; we pray, we invite, we celebrate and we offer
hospitality, all in the power of the Holy Spirit, telling the Good
News of Jesus Christ. We will be joined by about 30 bishops,
each with a small team of lay people, children, youth workers and
clergy; a bishop will be allocated to each deanery.

How can we make the most of this mission opportunity in Acomb
Parish area? Training events have been organised for all who
want to be inspired and encouraged to be involved between now
and then, and there is one event with the irrepressible Canon
Robin Gamble (pictured) that is open to all.
Diocesan Director of Training for Missional Ministry the Revd
Gavin Wakefield says, "These are sessions to make the most of
the upcoming Mission and consider the possibilities and opportunities that the Mission gives."
All the events are free to attend but numbers are limited so please
register at dioceseofyork-training.eventbrite.co.uk (or below).

C.S. Lewis, the author of the Narnia Chronicles and well respected
Christian writer, said: ‘I believe in Christianity as I believe that the
sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because I see
everything else’.

The York Archdeaconry 'Come and See' Training Day is on:
Thursday 24 October, 9.30am - 1pm, Bishopthorpe Church Hall,
Church Lane, Bishopthorpe, York YO23 2DG
comeandsee-bishopthorpe.eventbrite.co.uk

Whatever your stage of faith, maybe it’s time to accept that God is
not opposed to you in your doubts but is willing to meet you in
them.

'Doing Come and See as well as we can'
with LYCiG's Canon Robin Gamble
Thursday 17 October, 10am - 1pm,
St Chad's Church, Campleshon Road, York YO23 1EY
comeandsee-robingamble.eventbrite.co.uk

The full article by Andy Peck is published in
The MU magazine, Families First Autumn 2019

For latest news, events and resources keep an eye on comeandsee.uk.

William Powell Frith
(1819 – 1909)
‘The People’s Painter’
and his link to St Stephen’s Church, Acomb.
No difficulty in telling who is having the better time and sad to
think of anyone being on their own at Christmas.
HOST UK arranges one day and weekend visits for International students all year round with three-night visits during the
Festive season. Such hospitality is greatly sought after and valued by students far from home whose only alternative may be a
lonely hall of residence.
Our “festive season” does not just mean Christmas but can also
mean weekends in the run up to Christmas, and New Year. Your
guest will be someone curious to experience British life with all
its special traditions and culture…and keen to share those of
their home country. Your hospitality will be a unique gift, a
treasured memory and rewarding in so many ways.

Please consider opening your
home and heart to an international student and remember that if the festive season is difficult for you, we do
operate all year round, so
hosting can become one of
your New Year Resolutions!
If you should like to know more, please go to our website
www.hostuk.org or leave us a message on
http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost

I recently visited the bicentenary exhibition of the famous Victorian
painter William Powell Frith – ‘The People’s Painter’ at the Mercer
Art Gallery in Harrogate, which displayed some of his most famous
works including ‘Many Happy Returns of the Day’ 1854-56, and
‘Life at the Seaside’ (Ramsgate Sands), exhibited in 1854.
It was fascinating to find that this well-loved painter had connections to our church, as on 26th June 1845, William Powell Frith,
who was born near Studley Royal, married Isabelle Baker of Dringhouses, at St Stephen’s Church, in Acomb. The church of St. Stephen’s had been recently rebuilt in 1832, and Dringhouses was an
outlying part of St Stephen’s Parish.
Isabelle had been baptised as an infant in St Helen’s Church, York,
in 1823. Her mother, Ellen Baker was proud of her heritage and
claimed that she could trace their family “straight back to the Roman occupation in York.”

William Powell Frith and his wife had twelve children, of whom ten
survived, so it would be reasonable to assume that theirs was a
happy marriage. However, Frith also had a secret relationship with
a lady called Mary Alford, and together, they had seven children!
Fortunately, he was very successful financially, so was able to support both families. A year after Isabelle died in 1880, Frith married
Mary Alford.
Frith’s sister Maria Jane married Henry Keyworth, a surgeon in
York, and they were both buried in St Stephen’s churchyard –
Henry died age 58 in 1871, and his wife lived to be 92, dying in
1915.
Hannah Savage

Men's Group - Royal Armouries visit
Saturday 16th November from 10 am till 4 pm
All blokes are invited to join us for a day at
The Royal Armouries in Leeds.
This is a fascinating museum with plenty to see and do.

‘He sets His people free.
He made His agreement everlasting.
He is holy and wonderful.’
Psalm 111:9

We will be taking a few cars and lifts will be arranged door to
door. Packed-lunches will be needed!
Please do consider coming along.

The verse above is the text for Prisons Week 2019, which starts on
October 13th. It’s a week when church members undertake to pray
for those involved in the justice system – residents, staff and volunteers.

Lyndon is the organiser so do phone him to ask for further details
or request a place.
Tel mobile 0790 8608317 or landline 792735.

This year’s theme is ‘What does freedom mean to you? – And are
you free? We know that we have freedom through the life, death
and new life of our Lord, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer.

PCC Meeting Report 5th September 2019
One of the focuses of the meeting was the financial aspects, as the need to
decide on the Parish’s Free Will Offering to the Diocese has to be made
by the end of September. After discussion is was decided to increase this
by £2000 to £68000 for the year of 2020, approximately a 3% increase. It
was also decided that we would aim to pay the full Diocesan cost of a
cleric within 3 to 5 years.
Both the Generosity Giving forms and the St Stephen’s ’Space enquiry’
have been given out and will help the PCC and finance teams with how
we move forward. There was a discussion about the possibility of getting
a Chip and Pin contactless machine for people to donate to the church, as
a lot of visitors don’t always carry cash with them. It was agreed to explore this further.
Looking Back – The Summer Concert was well received with a lot of
positive feedback.
Looking Forward – The Harvest United Service on the 29th Septembers.
Helpers will be required to help set up and clear away and assist with this.
There will list for people to indicate attendance and volunteers as well as
food items being brought.
Remembrance Sunday, 10th November. Similarly to last year, there will
be an Act of Remembrance at the Acomb War Memorial after the morning service at St Stephen’s.
Anne Barker (PCC Secretary)

Volunteers with Prison Fellowship, which is one of the supporters
of Prisons Week, seek to take the joy of that freedom into prisons
as they serve the people living and working there. We do this
through Chaplaincy support, the Sycamore Tree and Angel Tree
programmes and letter writing.
Prison Fellowship, England and Wales, is celebrating its 40th Anniversary this year. We believe that no one is beyond hope. PF
asked prisoners what they hope for and hundreds of replies were
received. A selection of the responses can be seen at St. Aidan’s
and St. Stephen’s this month. Prayer leaflets for Prisons Week
will also be available. Please do take one.

Please speak to Jill Shaw if you would like to know more about the
work of Prison Fellowship.
Jill Shaw

It’s a Miracle!
For some time—several years in fact—there has been a very ugly,
bare and muddy hole in the grass at St Aidan’s car park . Naturally
it was at the corner everyone who used the car park would notice.
HOWEVER this week grass was growing in the erstwhile ugly hole
- It was a miracle!. We remembered that after a service where we
had considered seed being sown and GOD giving the growth, Rev
Pam had blessed the hole.
It took a while, but God did answer prayer.

What’s On This Month
MESSY CHURCH
Tuesday 1st October
3.30 – 5.30pm at St. Aidan’s Church

Events in October
TUE 1

CAFÉ CHURCH
Sunday 6th October 10.15am St. Aidan’s
This month’s Craft Evening will be on Tuesday 15th October
from 7.30pm to 9pm in the Ellis Room.
Come and enjoy tea, biscuits and conversation.
If you do not have a craft, come along anyway.
Contact is Emily on 07473 771491.
COMMUNION SERVICES
Abbeyfields on Tuesday 8th October at 11am (10.30 for coffee)
Vyner House on Wednesday 16th October at 2pm
These monthly services welcome anyone who would like to support and encourage the residents who attend the services.
We usually also sing a couple of hymns.

MONTHLY PARISH PRAYER MEETINGS AT ST. AIDAN’S
Monday 18th November at 7.30pm
Monday 16th December at 7.30pm

Parish Coffee & Craft Morning
Saturday 26th October
10.30am-12.30pm
in Acomb Church Parish Hall,
Front Street

Free admission!
There will be a Welcome Service in Selby Abbey for
the Venerable Sam Rushton as the new Archdeacon of York
at 11am on Saturday 19th October 2019 . All welcome.

THU 3
SUN 6
TUE 8

THU 10
SUN 13
TUE 15

THU 17
SUN 20
TUE 22
THU 24
SAT 26
THU 31

9 - 11am ‘Squeals on Wheels’
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
3.30-5.30pm Messy Church, St Aidan’s
7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
10am MU Corporate Communion, St Aidan’s
5 - 7pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 - 11am ‘Squeals on Wheels’
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
2.15pm MU Branch Meeting, St Aidan’s
7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
5 - 7pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 - 11am ‘Squeals on Wheels’
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
7.30pm– 9pm Craft Evening, Ellis Room
7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
5 - 7pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 - 11am ‘Squeals on Wheels’
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
10.30am-12.30pm Coffee & Craft Morning, Parish Hall
7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s

