SERVICES IN MAY
May 6th
Easter 6
8.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
10.30am
All Age Service, St. Aidan’s
12.30pm
Baptism Service, St Aidan’s
Communion Readings: Acts 10: 44-48 ;John 15:9-17
Thursday May 10th Ascension Day
7.30pm
Ascension Day Service, St Aidan’s
May 13th
Easter 7 (Sunday after Ascension Day)
8.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Stephen’s
12.15pm
Baptism Service, St Stephen’s
Communion Readings: Acts 1: 15-17, 21-26; John 17:6 -19
Monday May 14th
10am
Thy Kingdom Come Morning Prayer,
St Aidan’s
Wednesday May 16th
4pm
Thy Kingdom Come Evening Prayer,
St Stephen’s
May 20th
Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
11.00am
United Service with Holy Communion,
with the Bishop of Selby
St. Aidan’s
Communion Readings: Acts 2: 1-21; John 15:26-27,16:4b-15
May 27th
Trinity Sunday
8.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
10.30am
Holy Communion with baptism, St. Stephen’s
Communion Readings: Isaiah 6 1-8; John 3: 1-17
Weekday services of Holy Communion in May
Every Thursday —10.00am in St Aidan’s
(First Thursday Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion)
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Welcome to
St Stephen’s & St Aidan’s,
Acomb.

www.acombparish.org
Twitter: @acombparish
Facebook: Acomb Parish, York

Uniform Groups
Charity Reg. No. 1130667

Parish Staff
Vicar:
Rev. Pete Vivash
tel:01904 336827
peter.vivash@dsl.pipex.com
Assistant Curate
Rev. Ellie Bangay
tel: 07792 166001
ellie.bangay@icloud.com
Youth Leader (part-time) Ali Speed
tel:07525649041
ali.speed13@gmail.com
Associate Ministers:
Rev. Pamela Cooper
pamelacooper55@outlook.com
Rev. David Erridge
davidandsusan51@hotmail.co.uk
Churchwardens:
Lyndon Parker
tel: 01904 792735
julieandlyndon@hotmail.co.uk
Rachel Parker
tel 01904 792993
johnandrachel31@tiscali.co.uk
PCC Contact
Lyndon Parker
tel: 01904 792735
julieandlyndon@hotmail.co.uk
For all enquiries regarding the parish, baptisms, weddings and
banns of marriage please contact the Church Office.
Acomb Parish Hall, Front Street, Acomb, York. YO24 3BX
tel: 01904 790808 email: acombparishoffice@gmail.com
Our office opening hours are:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10-12am

Beavers
Cubs Mowhawks
Apaches
Scouts
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides

HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
St Aidan’s

Thur 6.00-7.15pm
Mon 6.30-8.30pm
Wed 6.30-8.30pm
Fri 7.00-9.00pm
Wed 6.00-7.00pm
Tue 6.15-8.00pm
Mon 7.00-9.00pm
Wed 7.00-9.00pm

Useful contacts
Bookings
Parish Hall – Val Atkinson
St Aidan’s – Christine Chittock

01904 799494
01904 784348

Planned Giving and Young People’s Fund
Nigel Atkinson

01904 799494

Home Groups
A member of the clergy

(see inside cover)

Squeals on Wheels
Jennifer Deamer

01904 330569

Mothers’ Union
Anne Barker

07949714103

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Micki Stokoe

01904 781477

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers
Richard White

01904 339131

Church Flowers
St Stephen’s – Lynn Butler
St Aidan’s –

From Acomb Parish Church Registers…
BAPTISM
8th April

Archie Mark CRAM

. . . Into the family of God

Renewal of Marriage Vows (after 35 years)
2nd April Gail & Leslie ERRITY
FUNERALS
22nd March

Peter HARRISON (68)

. . . Into the hands of God
INTERMENT OF ASHES At Dringhouses Cemetery
28th March
Hilda BEWERS

Please let the clergy know if you or anyone you know is
unwell, or would like a visit at home or in hospital.
Home Communions can be made available.
For enquiries regarding Baptisms & Wedding:
Please contact the clergy
MAGAZINE - DEADLINE 16TH OF EACH MONTH
Email: acombeditor@googlemail.com

Letter from Acomb Vicarage
REVELATION AFTER REVELATION
“When Jesus had led the disciples out to
the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his
hands and blessed them and was taken up
into heaven. Then they worshipped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And
they stayed continually at the temple,
praising God.” (Luke 24::50:53 NIV)

This Bible reference refers to the Ascension of Jesus.
Ascension Day is celebrated 40 days after Easter. This year it
falls on Thursday 10th May.
To quote the popular singer Ronan Keating, “life is a roller
coaster”. That certainly seems true for most of us today. It must
have been alarmingly so for the first disciples, as they met, and
came to know Jesus.

They had been called by Jesus to walk away from their
earlier lives and follow him.

Having done so they witnessed many miracles and
healings and heard profound teaching by Jesus about
God’s kingdom.

Further to Old Testament prophecies, Jesus began to
explain that he was going to die and rise again in three
days.

They saw Jesus arrested and crucified.

They met him after his resurrection.
Easter, however, is still not the end of the story! As if that is not
enough to convince us about the Lordship of Jesus Christ over
sin and death - there is more to celebrate! Next comes the
Ascension of Jesus from earth to heaven, revealing yet more of
his glory. It helps us balance the humanity of Christ with his
divinity, so offering a complete picture of God’s revelation in
Christ.. Jesus was even greater than the disciples had begun to

understand or imagine. He was concerned not just with Israel but
the whole of created humanity. He came not just to restore Israel
but to redeem the world, not to rule on earth but to be enthroned
in heaven. Jesus’ Ascension can be seen as the completion of
the first part of God’s plan for his people.
But for the disciples, yet again Jesus was taken from them and
they were left to come to terms with the unexpected once more.
As Jesus returned to the Father, the disciples needed to learn to
live without him. Except that they still were not left alone – there
is the second part of the plan.
The second part of the plan! – “What’s that?” - I hear you ask!
Simply that he promised to send the Holy Spirit upon the
disciples (the church) to equip and empower them in their work in
sharing the good news of Jesus and the Kingdom of God (“We
must become like a mature person, growing until we become like
Christ and have his perfection” – Ephesians 4:13).
We celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit at our next festival –
Pentecost (or Whitsun). If Jesus had stayed on earth, the
disciples would never have grown up, become responsible, or
learned to live in the Spirit. If Jesus had stayed with them there
would have been no reason to go out and carry the message of
the Good News to the whole world. If Jesus had stayed he would
not have been able to return again, but that is part of the story
yet to be revealed.
“This Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven,
will come back in the same way that you have seen
him go into heaven.”

PENTECOST CELEBRATIONS
May 20th
Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
11.00am
United Service with Holy Communion,
with the Bishop of Selby
At St. Aidan’s

12.30pm
Bring and Share Community Lunch
At St. Aidan’s

7.30pm

Pentecost Celebration
at York Minster
with the Archbishop of York

Acomb Local History Group
On Wednesday, 9th May 2018 we will have a talk
entitled
ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT
By
Terry Frazier
We start our meeting at 10.00am (prompt)
in ACOMB PARISH CHURCH HALL, FRONT STREET. Acomb
ADMISSION : Members 0.50p Visitors £1.00
(includes tea/coffee/biscuit)

Spring Harvest Revisited
This year Spring Harvest, the annual Christian festival which
takes place at Easter, came to Harrogate from April 3rd – 7th.
This was a significant addition to Spring Harvest’s
traditional ‘homes’ of Butlins in Skegness and Minehead, which I’d
last visited 20 years ago. Having recently moved to York, I
decided on a day visit.
This year’s theme which linked Bible studies, seminars,
programmes for children and young people and worship, was
‘Only the Brave’ and featured determined discipleship: being a
follower of Jesus in today’s world demands determination and
courage.
Highlights of every Spring Harvest are the morning Bible studies
and the evening worship. I had to leave in the late afternoon, but
the Bible study which was working through the New Testament
letter of James was a masterful and passionate explanation by
Malcolm Duncan. There’s so much on the Spring Harvest
programme you need to be selective.
I attended a new production by York-based Riding Lights Theatre
Company portraying some real-life experiences of Christian
young people and a session for clergy and ministers in which our
Archbishop was interviewed about his story, his faith and his
priorities.
Why Harrogate? We were told Spring Harvest wanted to be more
accessible to churches in the North of England and Scotland, and
to try other venues besides Butlins. They had taken over the
Harrogate Convention Centre. The place was buzzing as 1,300
Christians of different traditions from all over the UK and beyond
hurried from one activity to another.
Never been to Spring Harvest, or not for a long time? It will be
back in Harrogate next year April 13th-17th.
More details later.
Andrew Bailey

Feedback from the 2018 Acomb Parish
Annual Meetings
held on Monday 16th April at St. Aidan’s Church
Julie Parker stood down as Churchwarden after 6 years, with Lyndon
continuing into his 6th and final year. Rachel Parker was elected as Churchwarden to work alongside Lyndon.
Thank you Julie for all you have done for us!
A number of those on the PCC ended their 3 year term of office or have
resigned at some point this year (Jen Deamer, Susan Elliott, Helen Hope,
Gillian Orchard, Joe McCrory & David Thomas) and a number of new members
were elected for 3 year terms (Christine Chittock, Carys Tew, Mo Vivash,
Abigail Savage, Jackie Thomas, Gordon Wise). Thank you for your faithful
service!
PLANS FOR ST. STEPHEN’S & ST. AIDAN’S CHURCHES
The PCC have been working hard over the past few months on a number of
projects to update, improve and future-proof some aspects of our church
buildings and Parish Church Hall. Plans for each church with quotations etc are
on display in each respective Church. Please do have a look and do chat to the
Vicar or churchwardens if any queries!
The Projects include:
ST. STEPHEN’S

Installation of new integrated audio-visual system

Replacement of interior lighting to the back area of church & both
entrance lobbies

External path lighting from lychgate to church

External floodlighting to spire/tower

Additional noticeboard near the lychgate
ST. AIDAN’S

Installation of new integrated audio-visual system

Replacement of interior lighting hall/church and lobby

Refurbishment of 3 front facing external doors and replacement of
internal entrance doors

Installation of glazed panels between main entrance lobby and hall/
church

May Mothers’ Union
The May Branch meeting will take place on
Tuesday 8th May, at 2.15pm at St Aidan's.
The speaker at this meeting is Jennifer Herrera the Executive
Director of Acts 435 which was launched by the Archbishop
of York and of which he is now patron. She will be telling us
about this charity and how we can be involved.
All Mothers' Union meetings are open to all, men and
women; young and not so young, so please come and find
out about this charity.
All are welcome.

Mothers’ Union Lady Day Service
Lady Day, the celebration of the feast of the Annunciation,
takes place on the 25th March each year but if that date falls in
Lent then the celebration church service is usually held on the
first suitable date after Easter.
Lady Day has long held significance for Mothers’ Union and our
members, historically being the day that we have traditionally
enrolled new members and paid subs.
The York Mothers’ Union Lady Day service this year was held
on Monday 9th April at St Aidan’s Church.
After all the rain over the preceding days, we had a beautiful
warm and sunny day and despite the short notice of change in
venue the service was well attended by members from all over
York.
Our curate, Ellie, led the service, which was taken from the
Mothers’ Union resources. We were lucky enough to have
Colin Longbottom to play the organ for the hymns.
Hilary Castle, our Archdeaconry Vice President, gave a

MISSION EVENTS

THE OLDEST BIBLE COMES BACK TO THE UK
The oldest known Bible written in Latin, one of the great
treasures of the Anglo-Saxon world, is to return to Britain after
more than 1300 years.
Codex Amiatinus was written by monks at Wearmouth-Jarrow
monastery, in the north-east of England, in the early eighth
century. It was one of three produced: one is lost, one exists
only in fragments. The surviving Bible was carried to Rome as
a gift for Pope Gregory II - quite an undertaking, as the book
weighs 35kg and is 30cm thick.
For centuries it was housed at the Abbey of the Saviour in
Monte Amiata in Tuscany, before passing to the Biblioteca
Medicea Laurenziana in Florence. The Laurenziana has
agreed to lend it to The British Library for a 2018 exhibition,
Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms.
“It is the earliest surviving manuscript of the Bible in Latin, and
we are excited to be bringing it back to Britain for the first time
in 1,302 years,” said Dr Claire Breay, exhibition curator and
head of ancient, medieval and early modern manuscripts at
The British Library. “We are very excited that it is coming here.
It is one of the greatest treasures of Anglo-Saxon times yet it
is not very well known by the general public. This loan will give
the manuscript the attention it deserves”.
So much from that time has been lost. It is incredible that this
has survived intact.”
The exhibition at The British Library in London runs from
October 19 - February 19 2019. Do check the website.
Information courtesy of The Telegraph.
Lyndon Parker

modern version of the meditation by Mary, after which the
Canon Rodney Nicholson gave a brief talk on how we can
follow “In Mary Sumner’s Footsteps”, the Mothers’ Union
theme for 2018.
After the service the congregation stayed for fellowship and
refreshments meeting and greeting old and new friends from
the diocese before departing home.
Anne Barker

Parish Coffee Morning and Craft Fair
Saturday 26th May
10.30am-12.30pm
At the Parish Hall

Events in May
TUE 1
THU 3

SUN 6
TUE 8

THU 10
FRI 11
SUN 13
TUE 15

THU 17
SUN 20
TUE 22
THU 24
FRI 25
SAT 26

9 to 11am Squeals on Wheels
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
3.30-5.30 Messy Church, St Aidan’s
7 to 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
10am Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion
St Aidan’s
5 to 8pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 to 11am Squeals on Wheels
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
2.15pm MU Branch Meeting, St Aidan’s
7 to 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
9.30am Time for Reflection, 51 Barlow Street
5 to 8pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 to 11am Squeals on Wheels
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
7.30-9pm Craft Evening, Parish Hall
7 to 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
5 to 8pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 to 11am Squeals on Wheels
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
7 to 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
9.30am Time for Reflection, 51 Barlow Street
10.30am-12.30pm Coffee & Craft Morning, Parish Hall

This month’s Craft Evening will be on Tuesday15th from
7.30pm to 9pm in the Ellis Room. Come and enjoy tea,
biscuits and conversation. If you do not have a craft, come
along anyway. Contact is Emily on 07473 771491.

A CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
In the House group I belong to,
we were, this week, discussing
ways of spreading the Good
News of Jesus Christ. One
member remarked that wearing
a fish badge on one’s jacket was a good opener. On one
occasion he had been asked which fishing club he belonged
to! This gave him an excellent chance to talk about Jesus. The
symbol above became the central identifying emblem of early
Christianity. It could be used to show that Christians were
around. It was dangerous to make the sign of the cross, as
this was well known and could lead to their arrest and
persecution. Sometimes, when meeting a stranger, a Christian
would draw only one half of the image. If the stranger was a
Christian, he/she could respond by completing the other half of
the image. ICHTHUS, the Greek word for ‘fish’, gives the initial
letters of the acrostic Iesous CHristos, THeou Uios, Soter
(Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour).
Anna Lewis

Thy Kingdom Come
‘

The Prayer for Thy Kingdom Come 2018
Almighty God,
your ascended Son has sent us into the world to preach the good news of
your kingdom: inspire us with your Spirit and fill our hearts with the fire of
your love, that all who hear your Word may be drawn to you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord
“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in
the renewal of the nations and the transformation of communities."
Archbishop Justin Welby

