SERVICES IN MARCH
Sunday 1st
8.30am
10.15am

Lent 1
Holy Communion, St Stephen’s
Café Church, St Aidan’s

Communion Readings: Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11
Sunday 8th
8.30am
10.15am
12.15pm

Lent 2
Holy Communion, St Stephen’s
Holy Communion, St Stephen’s
Baptism Service, St Stephen’s

Communion Readings: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17, John 3:1-17
Sunday 15th
8.30am
10.15am

Lent 3
Holy Communion, St Stephen’s
Parade & All Age Worship, St Aidan’s

Communion Readings: Romans 5:1-11, John 4:5-42
Sunday 22nd
8.30am
10.15am

Lent 4 (Mothering Sunday)
Holy Communion, St Stephen’s
Holy Communion, St Stephen’s

Communion Readings: Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41

Don’t forget to put your
clocks forward one hour
on Sunday 29th March
8.30am
10.15am

Sunday 29th Lent 5 (Passiontide)
Holy Communion, St Stephen’s
Holy Communion, St Aidan’s

THE MAGAZINE

Communion Readings: Romans 8:6-11, John 11:1-45
Weekday services of Holy Communion in March
Every Thursday —10.00am at St. Aidan’s
(First Thursday Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion)

March 2020

Welcome to
St Stephen’s & St Aidan’s,
Acomb.

www.acombparish.org
Twitter: @acombparish
Facebook: Acomb Parish, York

Uniform Groups
Charity Reg. No. 1130667

Parish Staff
Vicar:
01904 336827

Rev. Pete Vivash
peter.vivash@dsl.pipex.com

Children’s & Youth Worker (part-time)
07525649041
Ali Speed
ali.speed13@gmail.com
Associate Ministers:

Rev. Andrew Bailey
58abailey@googlemail.com
Rev. David Erridge
davidandsusan51@hotmail.co.uk
Rev. Anne Freestone
annefreestone123@gmail.com

Beavers
Cubs Mohawks
Apaches
Scouts
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides

HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
St Aidan’s

Thur 6.00-7.15pm
Mon 6.30-8.30pm
Wed 6.30-8.30pm
Fri 7.00-9.00pm
Wed 6.00-7.00pm
Tue 6.15-8.00pm
Wed 7.00-9.00pm

Useful contacts
Bookings
Parish Hall – Val Atkinson
St Aidan’s – Christine Chittock

01904 799494
01904 784348

Planned Giving and Young People’s Fund
Nigel Atkinson

01904 799494

Small (Home) Groups
A member of the clergy

(see inside cover)

(Emeritus)

Rev. Pamela Cooper

Squeals on Wheels
Jennifer Deamer

01904 330569

Churchwarden:
01904 792993

Rachel Parker
johnandrache1925@gmail.com

Mothers’ Union
Anne Barker

07949714103

PCC Secretary:
07949714103

Anne Barker
acombparishsec@gmail.com

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Micki Stokoe

01904 781477

Please let the clergy know if you or anyone you know is
unwell or would like a visit at home or in hospital.
Home Communions can be made available.

SMALL GROUPS
Could you consider joining one of our small groups for mid-week
fellowship and Bible study? Just ask the Vicar for more information.

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers
Becky Lincoln

07882237352
gsl@2ndacombscoutgroup.co.uk

Church Flowers
St Stephen’s – Lynn Butler
St Aidan’s –

MAGAZINE—DEADLINE 16TH OF EACH MONTH
acombeditor@googlemail.com

From Acomb Parish Registers
FUNERAL
3rd February

Stanley HALL (83)

……….into the hands of God

Letter from the Vicarage….
Pick & Mix
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a season
of reflection and preparation before we celebrate
the joy of Easter. By observing the 40 days
of Lent (Sunday’s not included!), as Christians
we seek to reflect something of Jesus sacrifice and 40 days he spent in
the wilderness being tempted by the devil. Many mark Lent by abstaining
from various things, sometimes even fasting, both from food, festivities
or other activities.
In the February magazine I spoke of the call the Archbishop of
Canterbury made for us to consider how we might begin to reach out in
reconciliation to people in our families, workplaces and wider community.
He reminded us that, “Christian faith doesn’t promise us a comfortable
life. Christ promises us hope, meaning, peace, purpose and joy – but
not comfort! It’s about following in the footsteps of Jesus, who took the
risk of connecting with people who were separated from him. He
suggested making the effort with one specific person to begin with and
then going on from there. So, who did you contact last month as a
result? It’s not too late to begin now with this even now.
By the time you read this magazine, Lent will have begun, similarly it’s
not too late to engage with a Lenten discipline. OK, so what are you
going to do for lent this year? Give something up - if so, what? Take
something on - if so, what? Will you continue or complete the
Archbishop’s call to be reconcilers? Will you use the SAT-7 prayer
booklet? Will you commit to the HOPE 20:20 prayer initiative, attend the
Lent lunches, go to see ‘The Narrow Road’, or how about a Bible Society
challenge of learning a passage of scripture each day of lent making a
total of 40 passages?www.biblesociety.org.uk/landing/lent-challenge2020/ As they say, learning the text 'by heart' is secondary; taking the
text 'to heart' is primary.
This Lent provides you with an opportunity to consider how individually
you seek to become more Christlike in your serving of Jesus - how you
pray, read God’s Word etc., beyond Sunday worship. Lent also gives us
time to consider how, before God, our Church here in Acomb looks to
move forward in loving the community in which we are set, and in
sharing the Good News of Jesus. And once Lent has finished? How
might you consider your walk beyond Lent? Not in a small (home) group
yet? - why not consider which one you will join after Easter?

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship”

Acomb Local History Group
On Wednesday 11th March 2020 we will have a talk entitled
The Poet, The Painter, The Actor
By Alan Powell
We start our meeting at 10am (prompt)
In ACOMB PARISH CHURCH HALL,
FRONT STREET, ACOMB
ADMISSION: Members £1 Visitors £2
(includes tea/coffee/biscuits)
THE CHURCH HALL– Casual Cleaning Help
It would be appreciated if anyone is able to help with
cleaning, hoovering, dusting etc. after some booked groups
have finished. We envisage this will take about an hour.
Possible time-scale: January to end of March 2020.
Please speak to Val Atkinson— 01904 799494

Our next Branch meeting will take place on
Tuesday 10th March at 2.15pm at St. Aidan's Church.
Our speaker will be Carys Tew who will be
talking about her recent visit to Australia
All Mothers' Union meetings are open to all,
men and women; young and not so young,
members and non members,
so come along
Anne Barker, Branch Leader

Acomb Parish Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Sunday 26th April 2020 at St. Stephen’s Church
at 10.45am following on from the 9.30am service.
Coffee will be available between the service and the meeting.
As we prepare for this, please note the following:
Electoral Roll
The Roll will be revised this year between 22nd March and 5th April 2019. Those
already on the Roll remain on the Roll and need do nothing - except check that
you actually are on the Roll! If you are not already on the Roll and would like to
be added please complete and sign a new application form which you can find in
the entrance at both churches. Your name may be added to the roll if you are
baptised and 16 years of age or over. Applications should reach the Electoral
Roll Officer, Mr Gordon Wise, by 21st March. The revised roll will be available to
view in both churches on 5th April. Those then on the roll can vote at the Annual
Meetings on 26th April.
Churchwardens
Rachel Parker has completed a second year as the only Churchwarden. I hope
she will be prepared to continue at the APCM though to do so she would need to
be willing to stand and for 2 people on the electoral roll to nominate her on the
prescribed form which should be handed to the Vicar before the APCM. As a
Parish you should have two churchwardens so as to spread the load and work
as a team. Can someone not stand with Rachel? What about you?
PCC Membership
There will be some PCC member vacancies as some complete their terms of
office. Forms are available at each church to nominate individuals who may like
to come onto the PCC. Nomination forms should be completed and passed to
the Vicar or churchwardens well before the meeting.

As with the previous few years we
will be holding our popular Agape
Service at 7pm at St. Aidan’s
Church. A shared meal is an integral
part of this and we will soon be
seeking numbers for this so that we
can cater appropriately.
This is a very special time
together during Holy Week.
Why not invite family members,
friends and neighbours?

Our Craft Fair and Coffee mornings are an opportunity to take a break,
relax and enjoy a drink and delicious homemade cake. Come with
friends or family or on your own - there will always be someone happy
to have a chat. We also have many independent local crafters selling
items such as gorgeous children’s clothes, unique things for your home
made from recycled wood, lovely hand-knitted items, jewellery pieces,
beautiful paintings and handmade cards.
We look forward to seeing you there.

MONTHLY COMMUNION SERVICES
Abbeyfields
Tuesday 10th March 2020 at 11am (10.30 for coffee)
Vyner House
Wednesday 18th March 2020 at 2pm (open to all)

NEXT MONTHLY CHURCH PRAYER GATHERING
Monday 16th March at 7.30pm at St Aidan’s
ALL WELCOME

SAT-7: a young Syrian woman’s story
A young Syrian woman in Damascus is living proof of SAT-7’s positive
impact. Sarah Rose, who devotes her time to serving others, credits the
Christian broadcaster with helping her develop her faith and strong values,
even though she spent her entire adolescence in a war zone.
SAT-7 is a Christian satellite television broadcaster serving the 500 million
people of the Middle East and North Africa. Through its programmes in local
languages it enables the Church in the region – isolated, often small and
facing many restrictions – to make known the love of Christ, to teach and
encourage believers, and to share a positive Christian ethos.
“Everything I do, I learned from SAT-7 KIDS,” says Sarah (20). Sarah’s faith
and Christian values are strong. She works in a centre for displaced or
orphaned children in Damascus.
Sarah began watching SAT-7’s children’s programmes when she was four.
But it’s the channel’s original songs, as well as its first-ever variety
programme, Ears of Wheat (As-Sanabel), that have stayed with her the
most.
When she was confronted with less healthy influences, Sarah says, this
foundation of faith saw her through. “I remember when I was around 14, I
said to Jesus, ‘I want to go deeper with you. I want to learn the meaning of
love from you, not from the world.’ That was when I started my journey with
Him.”
Today, Sarah shows Christ-like love to the children she works with. “I pray
that they would know how much Jesus loves them.” And now she uses SAT7 KIDS’ current programmes in her work.

Acomb and Westfield Social Dance Group presents

'Strictly Fun Dancing'.

Sarah also helps vulnerable parents at the centre how to discipline their
children with love, not violence. “Another of my dreams is to be a mother to
orphaned children, perhaps in Africa” she says. “I pray, ‘God, you prepare
me; you teach me.’ I remember when God woke me up and I started
praying and crying for children in Africa, even though I didn’t know them.”

Following up on the very popular first Social Dance in February another
American Style Barn Dance will take place in the Main Hall
at Acomb Methodist Church York between
2.45pm and 5.00pm on Wednesday 18th March.

Although Syria’s future remains uncertain, as she looks to 2020, Sarah’s
faith is unwavering. “I believe the New Year
will be even more beautiful than last,
because I can see God’s grace and the
beautiful things He is doing,” she says.
“God is always surprising me.”

Supported by your Community Health Champions, the aim is to bring
people together in a friendly and welcoming environment.
Admission is free with refreshments provided during the break. As this is
a social dance having a partner is not a requirement
and no previous dancing experience is necessary.

To learn more about SAT-7,
please sign up at www.sat7uk.org/sign-up
or speak to Andrew Bailey.

All ages and abilities are welcome.
So why not come dancing - it's good for your body, balance and brain!
For more information phone Phil on 01904 - 783029.

Events in March
SUN 1
TUE 3
THU 5
FRI 6
SUN 8
TUE 10
THU 12
SUN 15
MON 16
TUE 17
THU 19
SAT 21
SUN 22
TUE 24
THU 26
SUN 29
TUE 31

4 - 6pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 - 11am ‘Squeals on Wheels’, Parish Hall
4.30- 5.15pm Family Music ‘STARS’, St Aidan’s
7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
10am MU Corporate Communion, St Aidan’s
10.30am World Day of Prayer, St Aidan’s
5 - 7pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 - 11am ‘Squeals on Wheels’*, Parish Hall
2.15pm MU Branch Meeting, St Aidan’s
4.30- 5.15pm Family Music STARS, St. Aidan’s
7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
5 - 7pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
7.30-8.30pm Church Prayer Gathering, St Aidan’s
9 - 11am ‘Squeals on Wheels’*, Parish Hall
4.30- 5.15pm Family Music STARS, St Aidan’s
7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
10.30am-12.30pm Craft & Coffee Morning, Parish Hall
4 - 6pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 - 11am ‘Squeals on Wheels’*, Parish Hall
4.30- 5.15pm Family Music STARS, St. Aidan’s
7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
4 - 6pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 - 11am ‘Squeals on Wheels’*, Parish Hall
4.30- 5.15pm Family Music STARS, St. Aidan’s

* ‘Squeals on Wheels’ is a Babies & Toddlers Group.

What is Fairtrade Fortnight?

A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR CONGREGATION

For two weeks each year thousands of individuals, companies and
groups across the UK come together to share the stories of the people
who grow our food and drinks and who grow the cotton in our clothes.

Thank you very much to all our Parish Congregations, who helped out in
so many and varied ways, during the approximate 2 months of Vicar
Pete's Christmas and New Year illness.

People who work hard in harsh conditions. People who deserve a fair
price for their products. They deserve enough money to be able to
provide for their families and to provide opportunities for their children.
They deserve a living income.

Everyone was particularly supportive, firstly by worshiping with us in the
parish at the many regular and special services during Advent,
Christmas and New Year. For inviting friends, relatives and neighbours
to church services they attended.

Often these farmers, crafters, growers live in Africa, South America,
India etc. Growing and picking coco, tea, cotton and coffee.

The attention to detail with flower arranging, decorating Christmas trees
and especially the wonderful Nativity and community Carol services to
which many from the community attended.

Acomb Parish HAS BEEN A FAIRTRADE CHURCH FOR ABOUT 25
years, using Fairtrade coffee, tea, sugar and communion wine.
SUNDAY 1st March at St Aidan's church
Fairtrade Stall at the 10.15am Cafe Church Service.
SATURDAY 21st March at Acomb Church Hall
There will be a Fairtrade Stall at the monthly Craft
Fair and Coffee morning. Sale of tea, coffee, sugar,
earrings, children's wooden toys, bags, gloves,
Easter Eggs, chocolate, cards, soap, socks and other goods.
Thanks for your support - Rachel Parker

Thanks to our retired vicars, and many retired church wardens for the
fantastic advice, guidance and extra services they led, preached and
presided at during Vicar Pete's illness.
Thanks also to our musicians, visiting musicians and service leaders for
practicing and preparing for so many and varied services.
Grateful thanks to all folks in the office, who handled the extra work load
of helping to write and print the special and varied service sheets.
We have a lot to be grateful for, as we are able to worship God freely
and openly in our churches, and the community. We are living out being
the " salt and light", that Jesus spoke of, by being willing Christian
witnesses to our neighbours, community, friends and family.
Christian blessings and thanks to everyone,
Rachel Parker (Church Warden)

For all enquiries regarding Baptisms (Christenings) and
other Parish matters please contact the Church Office.
Acomb Parish Hall, Front Street, Acomb, York. YO24 3BZ
01904 790808
acombparishoffice@gmail.com
Parish Office opening hours are:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10am-12pm
NB: For all enquiries regarding Banns of Marriage or
Weddings please contact the Vicar direct.

Remember our local Charities
Please give generously to our local charities.
In both churches you will find boxes for
York Food Bank and Chaffinch.
There is a list of items they can accept at the boxes.

