SERVICES IN JUNE
June 3rd
Trinity 1
8.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
10.30am
All Age parade Service, St. Aidan’s
Communion Readings: 1 Samuel 3: 1-10 ; Mark 2:23-3:6
June 10th
Trinity 2
8.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Stephen’s
12.30pm
Baptism Service, St Stephen’s
Communion Readings: 1 Samuel 8: 4-11,16-20; Mark 3 20-35
June 17th
Trinity 3
8.30am
Holy Communion, St Stephen’s
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Aidan’s
Communion Readings: 1 Samuel 15: 34,-16:13; Mark 4:26-34
June 24th
Trinity 4
8.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
10.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
12.30pm
Baptism Service, St Stephen’s
Communion Readings: 1 Samuel 17:32-49 Mark 4: 35-41

Weekday services of Holy Communion in June
Every Thursday —10.00am in St Aidan’s
(First Thursday Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion)
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Welcome to
St Stephen’s & St Aidan’s,
Acomb.

www.acombparish.org
Twitter: @acombparish
Facebook: Acomb Parish, York

Uniform Groups
Charity Reg. No. 1130667

Parish Staff
Vicar:
Rev. Pete Vivash
tel:01904 336827
peter.vivash@dsl.pipex.com
Assistant Curate
Rev. Ellie Bangay
tel: 07792 166001
ellie.bangay@icloud.com
Youth Leader (part-time) Ali Speed
tel:07525649041
ali.speed13@gmail.com
Associate Ministers:
Rev. Pamela Cooper
pamelacooper55@outlook.com
Rev. David Erridge
davidandsusan51@hotmail.co.uk
Churchwardens:
Lyndon Parker
tel: 01904 792735
julieandlyndon@hotmail.co.uk
Rachel Parker
tel 01904 792993
johnandrachel31@tiscali.co.uk
PCC Contact
Lyndon Parker
tel: 01904 792735
julieandlyndon@hotmail.co.uk
For all enquiries regarding the parish, baptisms, weddings and
banns of marriage please contact the Church Office.
Acomb Parish Hall, Front Street, Acomb, York. YO24 3BX
tel: 01904 790808 email: acombparishoffice@gmail.com
Our office opening hours are:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10-12am

Beavers
Cubs Mowhawks
Apaches
Scouts
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides

HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
St Aidan’s

Thur 6.00-7.15pm
Mon 6.30-8.30pm
Wed 6.30-8.30pm
Fri 7.00-9.00pm
Wed 6.00-7.00pm
Tue 6.15-8.00pm
Mon 7.00-9.00pm
Wed 7.00-9.00pm

Useful contacts
Bookings
Parish Hall – Val Atkinson
St Aidan’s – Christine Chittock

01904 799494
01904 784348

Planned Giving and Young People’s Fund
Nigel Atkinson

01904 799494

Home Groups
A member of the clergy

(see inside cover)

Squeals on Wheels
Jennifer Deamer

01904 330569

Mothers’ Union
Anne Barker

07949714103

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Micki Stokoe

01904 781477

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers
Richard White

01904 339131

Church Flowers
St Stephen’s – Lynn Butler
St Aidan’s –

Letter from Acomb Vicarage

From Acomb Parish Church Registers…
BAPTISM
22nd April

Jayden Jamieson GREEN
Lexi Elizabeth GREEN
6th May
Alfie WRIGHT
13th May
Arthur Peter NICKSON
Theon John Lennox LAWTON
. . . Into the family of God
WEDDINGS
21st April
5th May

Enjoy!

You can find out about LICC at www.licc.org.uk.

Rachel Elizabeth FRENCH and Kevin Ian BIRCH
Katie Louise APPLEBY and Arran John CARNEY

…. Those who God has joined together
FUNERALS
26th April
4th May
8th May

Instead of writing something myself this month I simply reproduce
(with permission) a short but interesting ‘Word of the Week’
written by Antony Billington for LICC (London Institute of
Contemporary Christianity). It was part of a series just a year ago.

Valerie Ann DRYSDALE (79)
(‘Jack’) John Reynoldson WEATHERSONE (87)
Glynnis THURLWELL (59)

… Into the hands of God
INTERMENT OF ASHES
10th May
Felicity Margaret WINSHIP
Please let the clergy know if you or anyone you know is
unwell, or would like a visit at home or in hospital.
Home Communions can be made available.
For enquiries regarding Baptisms & Wedding:
Please contact the clergy

MAGAZINE - DEADLINE 16TH OF EACH MONTH
Email: acombeditor@googlemail.com

The Family Tree | Shaped by the Story #7
This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the
son of Abraham... Thus there were fourteen generations in all
from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to
Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah.
Matthew 1:1, 17
The growth industry in genealogy magazines and books designed
to help people trace their family tree, along with the popularity of
TV programmes like Who Do You Think You Are?, demonstrate
our fascination with roots. In some cases it’s little more than a
curiosity about family background, but in many cultures it reflects
a desire, even necessity, to show connectedness and belonging.
This was certainly the case for Matthew, as he lays out Jesus’
ancestry at the start of his gospel.
Crucially, he begins and ends the genealogy with David and
Abraham. Jesus is not only the fulfilment of the hopes of a new
king on David’s throne, but also the one who will extend God’s
blessings to Gentiles in fulfilment of the promise made to
Abraham. But more than this, Matthew’s very first words – about
the ‘genesis’ of Jesus Christ – are reminiscent of Genesis 2:4 and
5:1. He is setting the account he is about to tell in the larger story
of God’s dealings not just with Israel, but with creation, marking a
new beginning in that story – a new beginning in Jesus.

Why Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba are included in the
genealogy remains something of a puzzle. Perhaps Matthew
wanted us to note they were all ‘foreigners’ to Israel, brought
within the orbit of the people of God. More significantly,
perhaps, is that their unions and childrearing could be seen as
outside the ‘norm’, some even carrying the stigma of sexual
scandal. Matthew reminds us – as Joseph will learn in the
passage that follows – that God doesn’t always work out his
purpose within expected boundaries.
On the first page of the New Testament, then, the significance
of Jesus is seen in the shape of the history of Israel, with all its
ups and downs, which goes back through David to Abraham,
and has its origins in God’s purposes for the whole of creation.
And this history becomes our history too, as we are adopted
into the family of faith whose roots go back to the very
beginning, carefully worked out by God, culminating in Jesus.
Here is great encouragement, as the gospel story reminds me
of my incredible significance in God’s grand design – that I find
my identity and purpose, with others, in the one who stands at
the heart of God’s plan for the universe.

BAPTISM/CONFIRMATION?
I am aware of a number of adults in our fellowship who are
either asking questions about being baptised or about being
confirmed. We all know what baptism is but what about
confirmation?
Confirmation is a special church service in which a person
confirms the promises that were made when they were
baptized. If you were baptized at a christening when you were
a child, your parents and godparents made these promises on
your behalf. As a young person or adult, you may be ready to
affirm these promises for yourself and commit your life to
following Jesus Christ.
At a confirmation service, you make these promises for
yourself. Your friends and family as well as the local Christian
community will be there to promise to support and pray for

Father’s Day
This year Father’s Day will be celebrated in this country on June
17th. It is related to Children's Day, Sibling’s Day, Mother's Day,
Parents' Day, Grandparent’s Day so you would assume that this
is a modern conception imported from across the Atlantic.
Not so, Father’s Day began in the Middle Ages as a celebration
of all things honouring fathers and celebrating fatherhood,
paternal bonds, and the influence of fathers in society. In the
Catholic Church it is celebrated on St. Joseph’s Day which is
March 19th. In the US it was not recognised as a celebration until
the early 20th century and in this country not until after WW2.
Prayers for Fathers
For fathers to be equipped and enabled as they live out the
responsibilities that go with the title, and for their joys to outweigh
their challenges
For those who have never known their father or whose fathers
have died; and those fathers who are often absent, for whatever
reason
For there to be love and acceptance between fathers and
children, not unfair criticism or expectations
For wisdom, encouragement and energy for those who are father
figures, or who are being both mother and father to their children
For us all to use this day to reflect more deeply, in a spirit of
thanksgiving, on the relationship we have with our perfect
heavenly Father
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God! And that is what we are!
(1 John 3:1)
Prayers from Mothers’ Union Families First magazine (May/June
18 edition)

you. A bishop will lay their hands on your head and ask God’s
Holy Spirit to give you the strength and commitment to live
God’s way for the rest of your life.
Prior to this happening, it is often the case that those who
might like to pursue this would spend sometime together in
preparation with the clergy or others. With this in mind and as
a follow up to the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ mission here in York
we are offering the
START course.
will take place for 6
short sessions (for
anyone interested to come along) for six weeks commencing
Wednesday 6th June 2018 at 7.15pm at Acomb Vicarage.
Please contact Vicar Pete or Ellie if you want to come along!
There is no pressure to
consider Baptism or Confirmation, but you may want to make
a Start asking questions? If you are not sure about coming
along yourself why not bring a friend or two? If you cannot
make the Wednesdays, then do let us know so we can see
how we can help. It is hoped that a confirmation may follow
later in the year.

PRAYER EVENING - 7pm on Tues 12th June at St. Aidan’s
I mentioned the possibility of this on recent notice sheets. A big
thank you to those who expressed an interest to gather together
to pray. I invite all those plus any others who would like to pray
and worship together to come along. Among our prayer foci will
be our Mission Partners. This is then the first one to kick it off
but we will be chatting when we meet about what frequency we
might meet and what might be the best day and time. Hope you
can join us.

Are there any modern miracles?
One definition of the word ‘miracle’ is a remarkable
development that brings very welcome consequences. This
could definitely describe a development in Uganda which
began 10 years ago and continues to bear welcome
consequences.
Rebecca, a newly qualified physiotherapist from the UK,
decided to give a year of her life to working in Africa. There
she discovered the problems faced by children with
disabilities and their families. These children were not
accepted by their communities and were often locked away
without food, water or medical care, or even left to die.
In addition she found that people with epilepsy were shunned
and often received no medical care.
Rebecca, a practicing Christian, decided something must be
done to change this dire situation. Back in the UK with help
from her family and friends she set up ‘Accomplish’ children’s
trust, now a registered charity no. 1127235. Ten years later
200 blind, deaf or severely handicapped children are
receiving primary education. Another 1000 children have
received professional therapy. Almost 600 children and
young adults are receiving treatment for their epilepsy, and
40 teenagers are being trained every year with income
generating skills. This gives them a status previously
unknown.
The families of disabled children visit other villages and tell
them of the scheme. A residential school has been very
successful and now they have built a secondary school
where they already have 100 pupils. They are extending this
building to accommodate more disabled teenagers, but they
need donations to achieve this.
One patron we are all familiar with is BBC Look North Harry
Gration. If you would like to know more about Accomplish or
make a donation, look on line at www,accomplishtrust.org.uk/
fundraising

God is not like human beings but we do not have any other
language available. We must remember that the whole truth
of the nature of God is simply beyond us. The doctrine of the
Trinity only attempts to provide a rudimentary sketch of God’s
nature. God is a mystery, before which humanity should
stand in awe.
If you are interested in reading the full text on the Holy Trinity
details are on the BBC website.

Acomb Local History Group
On Wednesday, 13th June 2018 we will have a talk
entitled
WOMEN’S RAILWAY WORK IN WW1
By
Anne Mallery
We start our meeting at 10.00am (prompt)
in ACOMB PARISH CHURCH HALL, FRONT STREET. Acomb
ADMISSION : Members 0.50p Visitors £1.00
(includes tea/coffee/biscuit)

The Meaning of Trinity
Here is a layman’s guide from the BBC website.
The Core Belief.
The doctrine of the Trinity is the Christian
belief that there is One God, who is
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Other ways
of referring to the Trinity are the Triune
God and the Three-in-One. Trinity
Sunday, which falls on the first Sunday
after Pentecost, is one of the few feasts in
the Christian calendar that celebrate a
doctrine rather than an event.
The idea that there is One God who is Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit means there is exactly one God - The Father is God, The
Son is God, The Holy Spirit is God.
An alternate way of explaining it is:
There is exactly one God but there are three really distinct
Persons - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - each of the Persons is
God.
Common mistakes - The Trinity is not

Three individuals who together make one God

Three Gods joined together

Three properties of God
Christianity adopted this complicated idea of God because it was
the only way they could make sense of One God in the context
of the events and teaching of the Bible.
Humanity met God in three different forms:

God the Father - revealed by the Old Testament to be
Creator, Lord, Father and Judge.

God the Son - who had lived on earth amongst human
beings

God the Holy Spirit - who filled them with new life and
power.

The trust sends out regular prayer letters to supporters. The
one in October 2017 ended with the following prayer:- “May
God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can
make a difference in this world, doing in His name what others
claim cannot be done”. Amen.
Margaret Royle.

June Mothers’ Union
The June Branch meeting will take place on
Tuesday 12th May, at 2.15pm at St Aidan's.
Our speaker will be Julie Parker our former churchwarden.
The title of her talk will be Catching.
All Mothers' Union meetings are open to all, men and
women; young and the not so young, so please come and
listen to this intriguing subject.
All are welcome.

Parish Coffee Morning and Craft Fair
Saturday 30th June
10.30am-12.30pm
At the Parish Hall

Events in June
SUN 3
MON 4
TUE 5
THU 7

SUN 10
TUE 12

THU 14
FRI 15
SUN 17
TUE 19

THU 21
SUN 24
TUE 26
THU 28
FRI 29
SAT 30

5 to 8pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
7.30pm, PCC meeting, St Aidan’s
9 to 11am Squeals on Wheels
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
3.30-5.30 Messy Church, St Aidan’s
7 to 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
10am Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion
St Aidan’s
5 to 8pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 to 11am Squeals on Wheels
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
2.15pm MU Branch Meeting, St Aidan’s
7pm Prayer Evening, St Aidan’s
7 to 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
9.30am Time for Reflection, 51 Barlow Street
5 to 8pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 to 11am Squeals on Wheels
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
7.30-9pm Craft Evening, Parish Hall
7 to 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
5 to 8pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 to 11am Squeals on Wheels
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
7 to 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
9.30am Time for Reflection, 51 Barlow Street
10.30am-12.30pm Coffee & Craft Morning, Parish Hall

This month’s Craft Evening will be on Tuesday17th from
7.30pm to 9pm in the Ellis Room. Come and enjoy tea,
biscuits and conversation. If you do not have a craft, come
along anyway. Contact is Emily on 07473 771491.

Date for your diary
Saturday 14th July - Free Family Social evening
Quiz, beetle drive and line dancing.
Bring your own drinks and nibbles.
Invitations will be available shortly - bring along your friends and
family.
Autumn Concert
The Outreach Committee are hoping to organise a musical
evening after the summer break. If anyone knows any musicians
or singers, either soloists or groups, who might like to perform
can you please let Jen Deamer or Mo Vivash know.
Many thanks.

