SERVICES IN FEBRUARY
Sunday 3rd Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)
11am
UNITED SERVICE, St. Aidan’s
with Holy Communion,
Communion Readings: Hebrews 2:14-18, Luke 2: 2-40
Sunday 10th
4th Sunday before Lent
8.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
10.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
12.45pm
Baptism service, St. Stephen’s
Communion Readings: Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 5:1-11
Sunday 17th
3rd Sunday before Lent
8.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
10.30am
Parade/All Age Worship, St. Aidan’s
Communion Readings: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Luke 6:17-26
Sunday 24th
2nd Sunday before Lent
8.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
10.30am
Holy Communion, St. Stephen’s
Communion Readings: Revelation 4; Luke 8:22-25

Weekday services of Holy Communion in February
Every Thursday —10.00am in St Aidan’s
(First Thursday Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion)
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Welcome to
St Stephen’s & St Aidan’s,
Acomb.

www.acombparish.org
Twitter: @acombparish
Facebook: Acomb Parish, York

Uniform Groups
Charity Reg. No. 1130667

Parish Staff
Vicar:
tel:01904 336827

Rev. Pete Vivash
peter.vivash@dsl.pipex.com

Youth Leader (part-time) Ali Speed
tel:07525649041
ali.speed13@gmail.com
Associate Ministers:

Beavers
Cubs Mohawks
Apaches
Scouts
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides

Rev. Andrew Bailey
58abailey@googlemail.com
Rev. Pamela Cooper
pamelacooper55@outlook.com
Rev. David Erridge
davidandsusan51@hotmail.co.uk
Rev. Anne Freestone
annefreestone123@gmail.com

HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
HQ Front Street
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
St Aidan’s

Thur 6.00-7.15pm
Mon 6.30-8.30pm
Wed 6.30-8.30pm
Fri 7.00-9.00pm
Wed 6.00-7.00pm
Tue 6.15-8.00pm
Wed 7.00-9.00pm

Useful contacts
Bookings
Parish Hall – Val Atkinson
St Aidan’s – Christine Chittock

01904 799494
01904 784348

Planned Giving and Young People’s Fund
Nigel Atkinson

01904 799494

Small (Home) Groups
A member of the clergy

(see inside cover)

Squeals on Wheels
Jennifer Deamer

01904 330569

Mothers’ Union
Anne Barker

07949714103

Churchwardens:
tel: 01904 792735

Lyndon Parker (St. Stephen’s)
julieandlyndon@hotmail.co.uk

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Micki Stokoe

01904 781477

tel 01904 792993

Rachel Parker (St. Aidan’s)
johnandrachel31@tiscali.co.uk

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers
Nick Lincoln

07882237352
gsl@2ndacombscoutgroup.co.uk

PCC Secretary:
tel: 07949714103

Anne Barker
acombparishsec@gmail.com

Church Flowers
St Stephen’s – Lynn Butler
St Aidan’s –

From Acomb Parish Church Registers…
BAPTISMS
9th December
13th January

Nicolas Ethan POTRZEBOWSKI
Jake Steven RYLATT
Sophie PINTER

……….Into the family of God
FUNERALS
8th October
20th December

Kathleen Mary CALPIN ( )
Steven HORSEWOOD (58)

……….Into the hands of God
INTERMENT OF ASHES
3rd October
Margaret DONALD

Please let the clergy know if you
or anyone you know is unwell
or would like a visit at home or in hospital.
Home Communions can be made available.
For enquiries regarding Banns of Marriage & Wedding:
Please also contact the Vicar

For all enquiries regarding Baptisms (Christenings) and
other Parish matters please contact the Church Office.
Acomb Parish Hall, Front Street, Acomb, York. YO24 3BZ
01904 790808
acombparishoffice@gmail.com
Parish Office opening hours are:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10am-12pm

Hello! There is no letter from the Vicar this month just some
reminders, at this early point in the year, as to some upcoming
events and a few changes. Why not come along to some of
these things below? You’d be most welcome! Vicar Pete.

We are holding a ‘Parish Away Day’ on
Saturday 9th February for all who would like
to come along. Details will be given through
the News for the Pew sheets in Church soon.

The NEXT………
‘UNITED SERVICE’ followed by a ‘Bring & Share’ lunch.
Sunday 3rd February
10.30am at St. Aidan’s Church, Ridgeway
MESSY CHURCH
Tuesday 5th February
3.30 – 5.30pm at St. Aidan’s Church
PARADE & ALL AGE WORSHIP
SERVICE
Sunday 17th February
10.30am at St. Aidan’s Church, Ridgeway
PANCAKE PARTY
Tuesday 26th February
10am-12noon at St. Aidan’s Church, Ridgeway
CAFÉ CHURCH
Sunday 7th April
10.30am at St. Aidan’s Church, Ridgeway

Please note that from February onwards,
our monthly Parade/All Age Worship Service
will now be held each 3rd Sunday of the
month and not the 1st as previously.

Presentation of Christ in the Temple,
or Candlemas

Candlemas commemorates the ritual purification of Mary, 40 days
after the birth of her son Jesus. Ritual purification stems back to a
Jewish tradition that women were considered unclean after the
birth of a child. For 40 days for a boy, and 60 days for a girl,
women were not allowed to worship in the temple. At the end of
this time, women were brought to the Temple or Synagogue to be
purified. After the ceremony women were allowed to take part in
religious services again.
This day also marks the ritual presentation of the baby Jesus to
God in the Temple at Jerusalem. The Gospel of Luke reminds us,
that the law designated every firstborn male as “holy to the Lord”.
Most Jewish parents would visit the Temple to make an offering of
five shekels to redeem the first-born son. Luke makes no mention
of Mary and Joseph’s making this offering. Perhaps the implication
is that — like the infant Samuel — their son is presented to the
Lord rather than being bought back. In Jesus’s case, there is a
deeper mystery of grace: this time, the child presented in the
Temple has come from God, to save the world from the punishment that the law demands.
Luke says that Jesus was met by Anna and Simeon. Simeon held
the baby Jesus and called him a Light to the World.

First Christmas away from home

This festival is called Candlemas because this was the day that all
the Church’s candles for the year were blessed. On Candlemas
night, many people place lighted candles in their windows at home.

As my first Christmas away from family
was to be in Japan, it was clear it would
be different.
I had heard that the Japanese celebrated Christmas, and indeed shops were
full of Christmas gifts, decorations and
Christmas songs and carols. There
were even Christmas cakes, albeit elaborately decorated cream sponges rather
than our traditional fruit cake. These
were eaten on the evening of Christmas Eve, and
duty of fatherhood was to bring home a Christmas cake on the
evening of 24th December. (At least, that was the case then -1969I daresay things have changed since.)
Christmas Day in Japan is an ordinary working day, perhaps busier
than usual as people try to get their affairs, houses and business
straight before year’s end. But most churches do have a service
that day, though the main Christmas celebration would be on the
Sunday before Christmas.
I went along to church Christmas morning, by crowded train as
usual, and joined those few who were free to come and celebrate.
What I did not expect was to be served a Christmas lunch – of
sandwiches!
That evening we were invited to share a Christmas meal with 2
American missionaries. I do not remember details – but
American menus usually surprise.
Actually, my second Christmas in Japan was even odder. I had an
English friend staying with me, and after church we went to the
cinema and enjoyed one of the many film versions of Charles
Dicken’s A Christmas Carol
Evelyn Wroe

Like some other Christian festivals, Candlemas draws some of its
elements from Paganism. In pre-Christian times, it was the festival
of light. This ancient festival marked the mid point of winter, half
way between the winter solstice (shortest day) and the spring
equinox.
Some people lit candles to scare away evil spirits on the dark winter nights. People believed that Candlemas predicted the weather
for the rest of the winter.

If Candlemas Day be fair and bright
Winter will have another fight.
If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain,
Winter won't come again.

Further news from Falmouth
First Christmas away from home
December has inevitably rushed by amidst its business and
celebrations, and the new year has well begun. I have continued
further in the discernment process, begun yet more new things,
and spent my first Christmas away from home. I was busy towards
the end of December with all of the Christmas services and events
happening in my parish as I spent my first Christmas away from
home (I cannot claim this as my first Christmas away from York
because of the one year my family lived in Australia!).
Throughout December, I believe I managed to end up going to ten
different Christmas services or events, from carols in the pub, to
nine lessons and carols at Truro cathedral, to Falmouth's live
nativity, which made its way right through the centre of Falmouth.
My favourite had to be carols in the pub - a small, cosy village pub,
strangers and friends crammed in together, and plenty of very
enthusiastic singing! And of course, it was interesting to experience
the classic Christmas services such as Christingle in a new church,
and to see the similarities and differences in how it was done from
my home church.
We celebrated Christmas together as a community with our
Christmas dinner and games (including a mini treasure hunt!) on
Christmas Eve, since we would all be rushing off to our various
churches the next morning and then some of the others were
heading home in the afternoon. As I wasn’t going home until the
day after Boxing Day, I roped Melissa, our deputy warden, into
hanging out with me for Christmas Day and Boxing Day. On
Christmas Day, we did a 3 mile walk along the coastal path singing carols; scrambling and sliding down to tiny little beaches
along what was definitely a proper path; paddling barefoot in the
sea right in front of a picturesque little village adorned with
beautiful Christmas lights; and ending up back at the car once it
was thoroughly getting dark. We had macaroni cheese containing
most of the leftovers from Christmas dinner for tea, then got settled
for the evening in chairs around the fire, equipped with blankets,
knitting and sewing, chocolate, and Harry Potter trivial pursuit.

February
The Branch meeting will take place on
Tuesday 12th February, at 2.15pm at St. Aidan's Church.
This meeting is our Annual General Meeting.
All Mothers' Union meetings are open to all, men and women;
young and not so young, members and non members,
so come along and meet an inspiring woman
Anne Barker, Branch Leader

Parish Coffee Morning & Craft Fair
Saturday 23rd February
10.30am-12.30pm
At the Parish Hall
Acomb Local History Group
On Wednesday 13th February 2019
we will have a talk entitled
75 Years of Poppleton Nursery
by Bob Brook
We start our meeting at 10.00am (prompt)
in ACOMB PARISH CHURCH HALL,
FRONT STREET. Acomb
ADMISSION : Members 50p Visitors £1.00
(includes tea/coffee/biscuit)

Here are some actual published items
from city newspapers (allegedly)
Illiterate? Write today for our help
Man wanted to work in dynamite factory.
Must be prepared to travel
3 year old teacher needed for pre-school.
Experience preferred.
We do not tear your clothing with machinery.
We do it carefully by hand
And here are a couple of life’s truths?
Once over the hill, you pick up speed.
I love cooking with wine.
Sometimes I put it in the food.
Age is a very high price to pay for maturity.
And a Church notice

Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the Church.
Please use the larger double doors at the side entrance.

The very first Valentine Card - a legend
The Roman Emperor Claudius II needed soldiers. He suspected that
marriage made men want to stay at home instead of fighting wars, so
he outlawed marriage.
A young kind-hearted priest named Valentine felt sorry for all the
couples who wanted to marry, but couldn’t. So secretly he married as
many couples as he could - until the Emporia found out and
condemned him to death. While in prison awaiting execution,
Valentine showed love and compassion to everyone around him,
including the jailer. The jailer had a young daughter who was blind,
but through Valentine’s prayer, she was healed. Just before his death in
Rome on 14th February, he wrote her a farewell message signed,
‘From your Valentine’.
So the very first Valentine card was not between lovers, but between a
priest about to die, and a little girl, healed through prayer.

Boxing Day carried on in a similar fashion, with a walk to the park
to play Pokemon and climb on the kids play equipment and trees (it
might be my first Christmas away from home, but I still act like a
kid) followed by relighting the fire, more knitting and sewing, and
some violin playing.
The next morning, I got up - much earlier than I would have liked to
after going to bed at 2am - to get the train back to York for nearly a
week. My main description of being back home after four months
was 'this is weird', but it was a lovely week despite the weirdness! I
spent some time in York town centre, went up to the North York
Moors one day (Hutton-le-Hole and Blakey Ridge), and went over
to Leeds and Stoke on Trent to see both sides of the family. I
caught up with lots of people, from family to friends from church to
my friend Nick, who was back from uni for Christmas, and who I
persuaded to come along to church with us to meet some of the
people there and see the church that I have been to for so many
years.
I didn’t actually spend New Year's Eve with my family - I decided to
spend it with Nick and her family instead. We had a lovely evening
playing games, watching tv, and managing to spot some fireworks
while trying to calm her very excited dog down! We just about
managed to sing Auld Lang Syne at midnight.
By the time I got the train back to Cornwall on the 2nd, I was
happily tired out and ready for the quiet evening of cross stitch and
knitting that ensued. We do spend a lot of time as a community
working on our individual knitting or sewing projects - I overheard
my mum at our New Year's Day meal with her side of the family,
commenting on, and sounding a bit disappointed with, the low level
of excitement of my hobbies! I never have been a great example of
a 'normal' young person - but as we all agree in the community,
who wants to be normal anyway?
So how was my first Christmas away from home? Very enjoyable sorry mum and dad!
Jem Parker

SUN 3
TUE 5
THU 7
FRI 8
SUN 10
TUE 12

THU 14
SUN 17
TUE 19

Events in February

Dates for your diary

5 - 7pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 - 11am ‘Squeals on Wheels’
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
3.30-5.30pm Messy Church, St Aidan’s
7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
10am MU Corporate Communion, St Aidan’s
9.30am Time for Reflection, 51 Barlow Street

This month’s Craft Evening will be on Tuesday 12th
from 7.30pm to 9pm in the Ellis Room.
Come and enjoy tea, biscuits and conversation.
If you do not have a craft, come along anyway.
Contact is Emily on 07473 771491.

5 - 7pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 - 11am ‘Squeals on Wheels’
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
2.15pm MU Branch Meeting, St Aidan’s
7.30-9pm Craft Evening, Ellis Rooms
7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s

THU 21
FRI 22
SAT 23

5 - 7pm Sunday Supper, Parish Hall
9 - 11am ‘Squeals on Wheels’
(Babies & Toddlers), St Aidan’s
7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s
9.30am Time for Reflection, 51 Barlow Street
10.30am-12.30pm Coffee & Craft Morning, Parish Hall

THU 28

7 - 7.30am Meeting for Prayer, St Aidan’s

All are welcome to our

Pancake Party
Tuesday 26th February
St Aidan’s Church,
Ridgeway, Acomb
10am to 12 noon
First Pancake, filling & drink will be FREE,
then Pancakes at 50p;
Tea or Coffee £1; Squash 20p.
Home-made cakes are £1 each.
All proceeds will support the work of our
Mission Partners in the UK and overseas
THANK YOU FROM ELLIE & GEORGE

A message from the editors:

THE NEXT MAGAZINE DEADLINE IS:
13TH FEBRUARY
Email: acombeditor@googlemail.com

I just wanted to send you all a message to say a huge thank you to
you all for your lovely messages, wonderful gifts and the amazingly
generous cheque - it will be very helpful with setting up my new
home. I’ve been in my new job for a week and a half now and its
going really well - I’m learning a lot and enjoying the role. George
is getting on well in his new day care and will join a dog walking
group once we move to our permanent house.
I miss you all and Acomb and York, but I am enjoying living in
Harrogate. I will come and visit soon!

