
 

 

SERVICES IN DECEMBER 

December 1 Advent Sunday 
8.30 am  Holy Communion, St. Stephenôs 
10.15 am  Holy Communion, St . Stephenôs 
   Readings: Romans 13: 11-14; Matthew 24: 36-44 
 

December 8 Advent 2 
8.30 am  Holy Communion, St Stephenôs 
10.15 am  Holy Communion, St Stephenôs 
12.15pm            Baptism Service, St. Stephenôs 
   Readings: Romans 15: 4-13; Matthew 3: 1-12  
 

December 15 Advent 3  
8.30 am  Holy Communion, St Stephenôs 
10.15 am  Parade/ All Age Worship, St Stephenôs 
   Readings: James 5: 7-10; Matthew 11: 2-11 
 

December 22   Advent 4 
8.30am             Holy Communion, St. Stephenôs 
10.15am           Nativity Service, St. Stephenôs 
6.30pm             Community Carol Service, St. Stephenôs 
   Readings: Romans 1: 1-7; Matthew 1: 18-25 
 

December 24 Christmas Eve 
5.00pm  Family Crib, St Stephenôs 
11.30pm  Midnight  Holy Communion,  St Stephenôs 
   Readings:  Isaiah 9: 2-7;  Luke 2: 1-14 
 

December 25   Christmas Day 
9am           Holy Communion, St Stephenôs 
10.00am  Family Christmas Celebration, St Stephenôs 
   Readings: Isaiah 52: 7-10; John 1: 1-14 
 

December 29  Christmas 1 
8.30 am  Holy Communion, St Stephenôs 
10.15am  Holy Communion, St Stephenôs 
   Readings: Isaiah 63: 7-9; Matthew 2: 13-23 
 
Mid-week Holy Communion at 10am in Parish Hall every Thursday 

during December, except Thursday 26 December  
(First Thursday Mothersô Union Corporate Communion) 

  

 

THE MAGAZINE   

December 2019/January 2020  
 



 

 

Welcome to  
St. Stephenôs & St. Aidanôs,  
Acomb.  
www.acombparish.org 
Twitter:  @acombparish  
Facebook: Acomb Parish, York Charity Reg. No. 1130667 

Parish Staff  

Vicar:     Rev. Pete Vivash 
01904 336827   peter.vivash@dsl.pipex.com 
 
 
Childrenôs & Youth Worker (part-time)  Ali Speed 
07525649041    ali.speed13@gmail.com  
 
 
Churchwarden:  Rachel Parker  
01904 792993               johnandrache1925@gmail.com  
 
 
PCC Secretary:  Anne Barker 
07949714103   acombparishsec@gmail.com 
 
 
Associate Ministers:  Rev. Andrew Bailey 
                                          58abailey@googlemail.com 
                        
                                          Rev. David Erridge   
     davidandsusan51@hotmail.co.uk 
                                                                                  
                                          Rev. Anne Freestone  
                                          annefreestone123@gmail.com   
 
Honorary Minister:          Rev. Pamela Cooper  
                                         
 
 

  

 

For all enquiries regarding the parish, contact the Church Office. 

Acomb Parish Hall, Front Street, Acomb, York. YO24 3BX 
01904 790808       acombparishoffice@gmail.com 

Our office opening hours are:  
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10am-12noon 

SERVICES IN JANUARY 2020 
 
January 5        Epiphany 
8.30 am  Holy Communion, St Stephenôs 
10.15am  Holy Communion, St Aidanôs 
   Readings: Isaiah 60: 1-6; Matthew 2: 1-12 
 
 
January 12      Baptism of Christ 
8.30 am  Holy Communion, St Stephenôs 
10.15am            Holy Communion, St Stephenôs 
   Readings: Isaiah 42: 1-9; Matthew 3: 13-17 
 
 
January 19 Epiphany 2 
8.30 am  Holy Communion, St Stephenôs 
4.00pm  Christingle Service, St Stephenôs 
   in aid of The Childrenôs Society 
   Readings: Psalms 40: 1-12; John 1: 29-42 
 
 
January 26 Epiphany 3  
8.30 am  Holy Communion, St Stephenôs 
10.15 am  Holy Communion,  St Stephenôs 
   Readings: Isaiah 9: 1ï 4; Matthew 4: 12-23 
 

Weekday services of Holy Communion in January 2020 
Every Thursday 10.00am at St Aidanôs Church  

(First Thursday Mothersô Union Corporate Communion) 
 



 

 

Uniform groups 
Beavers    HQ Front Street  Thur 6.00-7.15pm 
Cubs   Mowhawks HQ Front Street  Mon 6.30-8.30pm 
   Apaches   HQ Front Street  Wed 6.30-8.30pm 
Scouts   HQ Front Street  Fri 7.00-9.00pm 
Rainbows   Parish Hall       Wed 6.00-7.00pm 
Brownies   Parish Hall  Tue 6.15-8.00pm 
Guides   Parish Hall       Mon 7.00-9.00pm 
    St Aidanôs      Wed 7.00-9.00pm 

Bookings  
 Parish Hall ï Val Atkinson    01904 799494 
 St Aidanôs  -  Christine Chittock    01904 784348 

Planned Giving and Young Peopleôs Fund  
 Nigel Atkinson      01904 799494 

Small Groups 
 A member of the clergy      (see inside cover) 

Squeals on Wheels 
 Jennifer Deamer     01904 330569 

Mothersô Union 
 Anne Barker      07949714103 

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows 
 Micki Stokoe       01904 781477  

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers  
 Nick Lincoln                                            07882237352 
                                              gsl@2ndacombscoutgroup.co.uk 
Church Flowers  
 St Stephenôs ï Lynn Butler    
 St Aidanôs ï  

Useful contacts 

 MAGAZINE - DEADLINE 16TH OF EACH MONTH 
Email: acombeditor@googlemail.com 
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Looking back with Gratitude, Looking forward in Hope 
 

At the time of writing, the world is faced with global climate uncertainty. 

The emergence of groups, such as Extinction Rebellion, are bringing a 

growing awareness of the damage we are causing our planet. Currently, 

depending on who you speak to regarding Brexit, you will find very      

different responses. By mid- December we will 

be clear about what is happening in our national 

politics (possibly) and by the end of January we 

may or may not be part of the European Union 

anymore. Some things are as clear as mud, but 

we will know who won Strictly Come Dancing! 
 

This is the time of year when magazines, as 

well as TV, look back at the highs and lows of 

2019 and present us with compilations of top 

events. They will not be short of material as it 

has certainly been an eventful year with, among other things, the birth of 

a Royal baby óArchieô and extensive flooding in Yorkshire. In fact, we can 

all look back and remember countless significant moments in our lives 

this year, and those memories will be different for all of us. But what 

probably will be similar for all of us, is that as we look forward into 2020 ï 

we will be hoping for better things. Not necessarily because we have 

been disappointed with the past year, but because looking back and 

looking forward is something that we do. If you look further back in      

history you can, for example, read stories about the Romans, the      

Babylonians and other cultures, offering  gifts and making promises at 

the end of each year with the hope perhaps of being forgiven for their 

wrongdoings that year and seeking blessing for the new year ahead.  It 

was also for the Romans the time to symbolically forgive their enemies. 

So the idea of New Year's resolutions was born! 
 

As Christians we too have the privilege of being able to look back at what 

has just passed, and look forward to what is to come in the hope of a 

new beginning, but we donôt have to wait until the New Year to lay down 

the mistakes, or the hurts, or regrets of the year gone by. We can bring 

them to Jesus every day, asking his forgiveness, and then look forward 

to new beginnings and a fresh start each day as we trust in Jesus and  

https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions


 

 

 
the salvation he wants to lavish on us. Godôs Word says, ôIf we confess 

our sins, he (Jesus) is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.ò 1 John 1:9  
 

Each day is filled with choices, distractions 

and sometimes what turn out to be empty 

promises. Yet, each and every day, we can 

let go of our disappointments and failures, 

and begin anew. Each day we choose     

whether we go our own way or whether we 

want to travel hand in hand with Jesus. As 

we look to the end of 2019 we will celebrate the birth of another Royal 

baby, óJesusô and look forward to where he will lead us into the New 

Year. If you look at the magazine cover picture, can you imagine yourself 

as that morph like figure pressing on into the New Year?  
 

Which path will you choose, which direction will you go as you head on in 
lifeôs journey. Iôm going to journey on each new day with Jesus, óthe way, 
the truth and the lifeô. What about you? 

  

 

Parish records  

BAPTISMS 
 

27th October  Leo ROBINSON 
    Penelope Astrid GRAYSON 
10th November  Bailey PATERSON 
24th November  Ava Hope & Riley Thomas  
       GREGORY-BENSON 
    Paisley-Rose & Ada-Grace DOBSON 
 

éé..into the family of God 
 
FUNERALS  
 

28th October  Doreen Edna JOHNSTONE  
10th December  Mark John KERMODE (47) 
 

é......into the hands of God 
 
Interment of Ashes 
 

17th October  Dr Tom PARK  
18th October  Ken COOPER  
 

 
Please let the clergy know if you or anyone you know  
is unwell or would like a visit at home or in hospital.  

 
Home Communions can be made available.  

 
Additionally, we have a dedicated pastoral team  
available too who would also love to visit.  

  
Please contact the clergy 

  

For enquiries regarding Baptisms & Weddings:  
Please contact the clergy 



 

 

  

 

John Wesleyôs 18th Century manifesto could have been written for today.  
This list is based on his writings and is on display at the Wesley Museum 
attached to the New Room Methodist Chapel in Bristol. It couldnôt be 
more relevant as we consider other new manifestos on offer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IT  WILL SOON BE CHRISTMAS! 
As with last year, I will be collecting used Postage stamps again this year 

in aid of the RNIB. They can use them to raise money which is then used 

to help blind people. For example someone blind and living alone could 

be provided with Talking Books which is like having another voice in the 

house. 
 

The stamps should be trimmed with approximately one centimetre of  

paper round the edge. You can hand them in at Church where there will 

be a box  provided or you can give them to me. Thank you very much. 

We did well last year and I hope we do even better this year. 
 

Anne James 


