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Welcome to

St Stephen’s and St Aidan’s, Acomb Hcomb
Charity Reg. No. 1130667
wwi:z);csfnb:arish.org POPISh

PARISH STAFF

Vicar:
Rev. Peter Horsley Tel: 01904 781400
Email: peterhorsley@tiscali.co.uk
Curate:
Rev. Pamela Cooper Email: pamela-cooper@hotmail.co.jp

Youth worker:

Dan Baldwin Email: danbaldwin23@googlemail.com
Churchwardens:

St Stephen’s: Cate Westall Tel: 01904 330523

St Aidan’s: Evelyn Wroe Tel: 01904 780852

Secretary to the PCC:
Peter Lewis Tel: 01904 704813

PASTORAL NEEDS
Lin Hudson (Pastoral Care Assistant) Email: acombpastoral@gmail.com
or tel: 01904 340305 (ok to leave message)

BAPTISMS

Enquiries about Baptism to St Aidan’s Church, Ridgeway on Tuesdays in term
time 9.30am — 10.30am. At other times to Anna Lewis (tel: 704813). Baptism
Services are held at 12 noon on the 1% and 3™ Sundays in the month or in the
morning service by arrangement with the Clergy.

WEDDINGS AND BANNS OF MARRIAGE
All enquiries to Rev. Peter Horsley

HOMEGROUPS
We have several Homegroups — if you would be interested in joining one,
please speak to Rev. Peter Horsley.

MAGAZINE - DEADLINE 16TH OF EACH MONTH
Please send all material for the Acomb Parish Magazine to
Dan Savage, 58 Wheatlands Grove, York, YO26 5NH
EMAIL ADDRESS: acombeditor@googlemail.com




a shared med To
NOURISH AND SUSTAIN

Dear Friends

During the first three Sundays of
Lent this year at the 10am services
will be exploring the meaning of
Holy Communion. There will also be
some input on this at an 8.15
service. To begin our thinking on
this | would like to share part of my
own personal story.

Many years ago | visited Israel with
a group of Christians and spent a
few days in Jerusalem. On one
occasion we visited the Garden
Tomb, a site reputed to be where
Jesus had been buried after his
crucifixion.

Towards the end of our visit to the

Garden Tomb, we shared in a very
simple Communion Service. It was
a very significant event for me.

During the administration of the
communion, the service leader
prayed individually for each member
of the group. When he prayed for
me, | believe that in that moment
God gave him a clear insight into
my life and prayed about some very
personal things that | had spoken to
no one about and had certainly not
shared with him.

Rev. Peter Horsley

The prayer spoken by the person
administering the communion had a
profound effect on me —freeing me
from some of the guilt | felt that |
was carrying almost to the point of
mental and emotional exhaustion.

And reflecting on this now, it
seemed so appropriate that this
happened in the context of a
Communion Service and | would like
if | may just to share a little about
why | think that and why this simple
meal can help to nourish and
sustain us.

At the time, my focus was on the
words that were spoken to me
rather than the act of the
communion itself yet what |
discovered then and subsequently
about God also tells me something
about communion and the way that
can nourish us.

Firstly, there was a personal
dynamic, although | was receiving
communion with others God spoke
to me personally. Two things
emerged for me - one God had
spoken the truth about my life but |
also experienced his acceptance
and love of me.



Communion is about those two
things — recognising the truth about
ourselves but also opening
ourselves to receive God'’s love and
forgiveness.

Secondly, although the words of
insight were spoken to me
personally there was something
about this being a shared
experience. | was sharing in this
simple communion service with
other Christians a number of whom
I had got to know quite well over the
course of my visit.

Holy Communion at its heart is a
shared meal, it is about sharing
food and wine. Sharing meals
together is perhaps no longer part
of many people’s experience — with
our 24/7 culture even within a family
unit people often eat separately and
at different times.

Yet although eating habits and
patterns have changed, major life
events or special occasions are still
celebrated — birthdays,
anniversaries, Mother's Day and
although Sunday lunch may not be
a regular feature in many
households today, pubs and
restaurants appear to do well
providing Sunday lunches.

And of course many people who live
on their own perhaps rarely share a
meal with someone else.

Which is why | think there is such a
genius in this simple meal that

Jesus instituted — it is a meal
shared, not a meal for one! And it is
all inclusive! Jesus was not fussy
about the sort of people he mixed
with or the kind of people with whom
he would share a meal. Remember
he was called the ‘friend of tax
collectors and sinners’ and he was
openly criticised for eating with
people who the deeply religious
regarded as beyond the pale.

In eating with these people, Jesus
was offering a kind of friendship.
Apparently the word ‘companion’
comes from the Latin words
meaning ‘with bread’ — choosing to
eat with someone may be a sign of
real friendship.

Recalling that Communion Service
in the Garden Tomb in Jerusalem, |
also remember the love and
friendship | experienced at a
vulnerable time in my life — it helped
to nourish me and hold me.
Relationship is an integral part of
communion, yes we receive
individually but we come together as
the Body of Christ.

| look forward to us discovering
more about this simple and yet
profound meal during Lent.

Every blessing

Peter Horsley



Vicar of Baghdad visits York

Canon Andrew White, vicar of St
George’s Church in Baghdad, will
be visiting York on Monday 6
February.

Canon White has worked for many
years in Israel and Palestine and
negotiated the end of the
Bethlehem siege in 2002. He now
works almost exclusively in Iraq,
earning him the nickname the Vicar
of Baghdad.

Meetings at which Andrew will
speak will be held as follows on
Monday 6 February. No tickets are
needed - just turn up.

Workers Lunch: Drop in Session
12.30pm to 1.15pm

St Michael le Belfrey Church, YO1
7HH

Bring a packed lunch, drinks
provided

Church Leaders: Drop in
Session

1.30pm to 2.40pm

St Michael le Belfrey Church, York
YO1 7HH

Bring a packed lunch, drinks
provided

Open Meeting

7.30pm to 9.00pm (coffee from
7.00pm)

Archbishop Holgates School, Hull
Road, York YO10 5ZA

In Iraq, Andrew lives in Baghdad
and serves as the Vicar of St

George’s Church just outside the
Green Zone. He formerly lived in

T T —

the Green Zone. He has been
dubbed "Vicar of Baghdad",
because his church is the only
remaining Anglican church in Iraq.
His people (the congregation of St
George’s) refer to him as their
"Aboona" (Father). Here, he has
continued the reconciliation that he
promoted during his time as Director
of International Ministry at Coventry
Cathedral. The Foundation for
Relief and Reconciliation in the
Middle East was established in
2005 as part of his reconciliation
work in Iraq and the Middle East as
a whole.

He sees his role as trying to
mediate and re-establish the
dialogue between conflicting
groups.



% CHURCHES TOGETHER IN YORK
2 CHRISTIAN UNITY WEEK MEETING

“THE BiBLIcAL RooTs
OF CHRISTIAN UNITY™

WEDNESDAY 25™ JANUARY 2012
SALVATION ARMY CITADEL
73 Gillygate - All are welcome, free of charge, no registration necessary

7pm Tea & Coffee; 7.30pm Ecumenical Act of Worship:
7.45pm Presentation on the Biblical Roots of Christian Unity
by Prof. Nick King, SJ, University of Oxford Theology Faculty,
Chair of the Catholic Biblical Association

For further details email ctyenquiries@gmail.com or call 01904 411521
www.churchestogetherinyork.org.uk




250 BVeNTS eGS0,

WED 1 2 to 3.30pm — Pop-In, ideas for the coming
St. Aidan’s year), St Aidan’s
THU 2 7 to 7.30am — Meeting WED 15 2 to 3.30pm — Pop-In,
for Prayer, St. Aidan’s St. Aidan’s
10am MU Corporate MON 20 8pm Baptism
Communion Preparation, St Aidan’s
FRI 3 9.30am Time for TUE 21 9 to 11am — Squeals
Reflection 51 Barlow on Wheels (Babies &
Street Toddlers), St Aidan’s
SAT 4 10 — 10.45am United WED 22 2 to 3.30pm — Pop-In,
Prayers Acomb St. Aidan’s
Methodist Church THU 23 7 to 7.30am — Meeting
MON 6 7.45 Parish Prayer for Prayer, St. Aidan’s
Meeting St Aidan’s FRI 24 9.30am Time for
TUE 7 9 to 11am — Squeals on Reflection 51 Barlow
Wheels (Babies & Street
Toddlers), St Aidan’s TUE 28 9to 11am — Squeals
3.30 to 5.30pm Messy on Wheels (Babies &
Church, St Aidan’s Toddlers), St Aidan’s
WED 8 2 to 3.30pm — Pop-In, 5-6.30pm FROG St
St. Aidan’s Aidan’s
THU 9 7 to 7.30am — Meeting WED 29 2 to 3.30pm — Pop-In,
for Prayer, St. Aidan’s St. Aidan’s
TUE 14  2.15pm MU Branch
Meeting (Please bring
SCOUTS, GUIDES AND BROWNIES
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PAUSE FOR
praudenr

Sit quietly in your prayer place ...
When you are ready ...
light a candle ...

A candle, to remind us of Jesus,
who said,

“l am the light of the world;
whoever follows me

will not walk in darkness

but will have the light of life.”
(John 8:12)

Spend a while gazing at the candle flame ...

Lord, this candle that | have lit,
May it be LIGHT from you
to lighten my way
through difficulties
and decisions.

May it be FIRE from you
to burn up my selfishness,
my pride and all that
is impure within me.

May it be FLAME from you
to warm my heart
and teach me love.

This candle is a gift of myself that | offer to you.
Help me to continue my prayer in all that | do this day.
(From a prayer used in the Cathedral of Tours)

Dear Jesus, may | always desire to live
so that | shine as a light in this world for others.
Amen.



LENTEN RETREAT
15" February —
28" March ‘12

You are invited to make a Retreat in Daily Life which is a special
kind of prayer journey interwoven with your daily life and work,
in your own home, at your own pace. This retreat is organised
by SIGN which is an ecumenical group of Christians based in
Yorkshire. SIGN members are trained to offer prayerful support
and companionship to others on their spiritual journey.

Introductory Meeting - 7.30pm Wed 15 February
St Bede’s Pastoral Centre, York

Closing Meeting - 7.30 pm Wed 28" March
St Bede’s Pastoral Centre, York

At the introductory meeting you will find out more about what is
involved in making your Retreat in Daily Life and meet your trained
prayer companion. During the retreat you will need to set aside time
every day to pray and to reflect on your life and relationship with God.
You also meet weekly with your prayer companion at a mutually
convenient place and time to talk about your prayer and reflection on
your life and faith in whatever way you wish. The closing meeting is a
gathering together of everyone who has journeyed on this retreat, and
will be a chance to reflect on your experience and to consider what
next.
The cost of the retreat is £25 payable to SIGN

Please contact Wendy Thomson-Smith on:
01904 704062 or wthomsonsmith@yahoo.com




Our Young People’s Worker is
Dan Baldwin

Tel: 07796 931634
Email: danbaldwin23@googlemail.com

Have you ever asked the
question; 'Where are all the
young people in church?'

Have you been praying for

the young people in York to

know God? Do you long to

see the next generation living for Jesus in this city? As youth
leaders in York we've been praying about this, and we believe
God is calling the churches in York to do something big. Under
the banner of UNITE we've been working more closely together
for a while, and our collective desire to reach young people has
led us to plan York's biggest ever youth outreach initiative...

Hope Invasion aims to give every 11 -
14 year old in York the opportunity to
hear about the good news of Jesus
and respond to it.

It is our hope and prayer that we will literally see a Hope
Invasion and see a significant number of young people give their
lives to Jesus. To achieve this we need as many churches to be
involved as possible.

Let us be a church that drives this through prayer, passion,
commitment and encouragement. If you would like to know
more, please do not hesitate to ask me and keep your eyes open
in church for more details.



After the Christmas holidays we are straight
back with our groups. The successful Alpha
Course has led to two groups starting out.
The 11-14s (who meet every 2" and 4™
Tuesday) and the 14-18s (who meet every
1%t and 3" Tuesday). Please do keep praying
for these groups as well as FROG (every 2" and 4™ Tuesday)
and the Sunday School.

Calling all drawers!!!

If you would like one of your drawings in a parish mag then
please do give them to me and we shall try and get them in. Or if
you do not like drawing but have written a poem again, please
do give them to me.

Finally can I leave you with this verse to encourage you this
month:

1 Timothy 4:12

Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but
set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in
faith and in purity.

Aged 18-307? Could God be calling you to Step
Forward and consider ministry in the Anglican
church?

Step Forward... Bishopthorpe Palace, York
Saturday 3rd March 2012, 11am - 4pm, Bishopthorpe Palace, York

"Why not use this day to start thinking about what God is calling you to
do? It could change your life!" Dr. John Sentamu, Archbishop of York
(host for Step Forward 2012).

It's a free event - for more information or to book a place, visit
www.stepforwardanglican.org.uk




fﬂﬂ\iil’ You’re far happier
matters giving than getting

Christmas is over and according to predictions all we have to look forward
to is a New Year of austerity and belt tightening. Not a very encouraging
thought.

Yes there will be times of difficulty. But there are also things we can do.

Jesus talked a lot about money because He knows how important it is and
how easily it can entangle us.

We are called to be good stewards of our money and the place to start is
with a budget.

Start by writing down all the money you have coming in from all sources:
salary, benefits, family contributions etc. Use weekly or monthly amounts
but whichever you choose , stick to it throughout. This will give you an
amount A.

Then list everything you spend money on: rent, mortgage, council tax,
food, clothes, entertainment, debt repayment etc. This will give you an
amount B.

Deduct expenditure from income (A-B) for a snapshot of your situation.

If you find yourself in debt and feel you need further help then it is
available free. Contact CAP (Christains Against Poverty), CAB (Citizens
Advice Bureau) or CCCS(Consumer Credit Counselling Service) for
advice.

If you want more practical help understanding money, bank accounts,
wage slips, or setting up a budget for your family, contact Family Matters
York. We run practical money workshops and courses that equip you with
practical skills to manage your money.

In all this try to put something aside to give away. There will always be
people worse off than ourselves and as Jesus said “You're far happier
giving than getting” (Msg)

For more information contact Family Matters York:
info@fmy.org.uk; 01904 639767; www.fmy.org.uk;




OUR LIVES ARE MADE UP OF STORIES

‘From the day he was born, | knew | would
watch my son die. Now it is my turn to be sick. |
am twenty five years old. And | do not know
how much longer I will live.’

KIRSTEN KELLY

Wendy was sixteen years old when she

discovered she was pregnant and HIV positive.

¥ Nine years later she died. But before she died
she told me her story.

“Our lives ‘Our Lives are made up of Stories’ is a
collection of eight short stories, including
Wendy'’s, straight from the heart of Burlington,
an informal settlement in Durban, South Africa.

straight from the heart of Burlington, South Africa

If anyone would like to purchase a copy of
Kirsten’s (Mrs Ben Nobbs) book, please contact Wendy Thomson-Smith
wthomsonsmith@yahoo.com or 01904 704062.

A New Gospel Choir
for York 800

2012 will see the 800th anniversary of the
granting of the charter of the city of York.
To celebrate this great historic event, One
Voice are launching a new gospel choir,

specifically to contribute to the city wide
celebrations.

The new ‘One Voice Gospel Choir’ will
consist of members from churches all 800 YEARS OF THE CITY OF YORK
across the city.

The choir will be giving a very special performance on July14th during
the afternoon in York city centre, which will be a part of the York
800 celebrations. Don’t miss it!

If you would like to be involved or just want more information for your
church then please contact Libby Redman at libby@libbyredman.co.uk




PARISH RECORDS

Funerals
06.01.12 Allan Alfred Carter
18.01.12 Kenneth Sines

Baptisms
20.11.11  Ruby Olive Smith
Liam Shaun Stephen Day
Jack James Lane
04.12.11 Isabel May Collinson
04.12.11 Layce-J Rowsell
18.12.11 Zara Chenai Parker
Benjamin Parker

ANNUAL MEETINGS AND ELECTORAL ROLL REVISION

The Annual Meetings will now take place on 2 April, not 23 April, as
reported in the last Magazine. The Electoral Roll will be revised before
the meetings. Notices about the revision will be published from 5 to 18
February and the revision period will be from 19 February to 11 March.
Copies of the Electoral Roll will be on display in both churches during
that time and the revised Roll will be displayed once amendments have
been made.

Birthday thanks from Mary...

Mary Carmichael wishes to thank all those who made her birthday
so special. “My thanks to everyone for their kind wishes in my card,
the beautiful flowers and also the lovely cake complete with
candle.”

ACOMB LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

On Wednesday 8th February starting at 10am (prompt) we will have a
presentation entitled:

‘Two Members of the Wilkinson Family of Dringhouses’
by ELIZABETH SMITH

We meet in the Parish Hall, Front Street, Acomb.
ADMISSION: £0.50 Members; £1.00 Visitors (includes tea/coffee/biscuit).




conTacTs
IN THE PARISH

BOOKINGS
Parish Hall — Val Atkinson
St Aidan’s — Margaret Donald

BROWNIES, RAINBOWS AND GUIDES
Micki Stokoe

CHURCH FLOWERS
St Stephen’s — Mary Clarkson
St Aidan’s — Phyllis Smith

MAGAZINE
Dan Savage

MOTHERS’ UNION
Margaret Donald

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Dan Savage

PLANNED GIVING AND COVENANTS
Nigel Atkinson

SCOUTS, CUBS & BEAVERS
Christine Clark

SQUEALS ON WHEELS
Susan Clegg

YOUNG PEOPLE’S FUND
Nigel Atkinson

01904 799494
01904 792236

01904 781477

01904 798703
01904 330639

01904 788048

01904 792236

01904 788048

01904 799494

01904 332496

01904 797614

01904 799494



services IN FEBRUARY

6.30pm .
Special unless Comrpunlon
Date 8.15am 10.00am Services otherwise Blb_le
Readings
stated
2 Feb MU Corporate
Candlemas Communion
Sunday St Aidan’s
5 Feb Hmy_ All Age Service 12n90n Hmy_ Psalm 145 - 1-9
3 before Lent Communion Pa_rade Baptism Comr_nunlon Luke 10 : 25-37
St Stephen’s St Aidan’s St Stephen’s St Aidan’s )
9th Feb Holy
Thursday Connpumon
St Aidan’s
12 Feb Hol Hol Evening
Y v Service, lona Joshua 1:1-9
2 before Lent Communion Communion . .
Sunday St Stephen’s St Stephen’s Liturgy Luke 11 : 33-36
St Aidan’s
16th Feb Holy
Thursday Connpunmn
St Aidan’s
19 Feb Holy All Age Holy 12.15pm Evening Colossians 2 : 1-
1 before Lent Communion Communion Baptism Service 7
Sunday St Stephen’s St Aidan’s St Stephen's St Aidan’s Luke 8 : 4-15
7.30pm
22 Feb Ash Ash Wed.
Wednesday Service
St Aidan's
23 Feb Holy
Thursday Connpunmn
St Aidan’s
26 Feb
Lent 1 .
Series on Holy Holy All Age Holy Evening Lent | 4 peter 3. 1802
Communion Communion Communion Service Mark 1 : 9-15
begins St Stephen’s St Stephen’s St Aidan's ’

Sunday




